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To the READER. 
Courteous Reader, 
 RKEIOs have here made more publick a few ſudden 
*WIEq| thoughts delivered lately before the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, which I then thought, and ſome ſince, 
that are more able, have judged not -r/ ami : being occaſio- 
ned by a ſecond diſcourſe of MF- Del's the week before, wherein 
he made @ further attempt upon the Univerſity and the Mini- 
Reryof our ChurchsApon peruſal of ſame notes taken after him, 
atteſted to by ſome of his hearers , and which I ſaw to be in his 
genuine C& uſual ſtrain;T diſcovered much that deſerved a down- 
right check, and a plain deteFtion ( as farre as I could) of his 
Spirit. For the Sermon,jit was ſudden,but not inconfaderate,be- 
ing but a compoſare and colleFtion of what Thad at ſeveral times 
obſerved by diligent attending upan- bis preaching, and reading 
fome diſcomrſes of his and others of the ſame Spirit«Though , I. 
will acknowledge, that Was not all 1 get by bis Sermons zwherem 
Ihave many times obſerved ſome choice Truths;which fully ex- 
plained &* With 4 /pirit of ſobriety, ſo as to be reconciled with 0* 
ther Txuths ,wauld have very great influence upon the Spirits of 
men to reall Chriſtianity. Errour uſually is founded in ſome n9- 
table Trath, ftretchd a latle too farre. Aud, though I many times 
Jaw ground of diſſent, and ſeemed to nee Foe overlaſhings 
in his expreſsions,} was Very ready in diſcow/e with others to put 
the favourebleſi conſtrnttion upon bis ſayings, and to beleeve his 
deſygne pens ang religious: being content With the truth ”"_ I 
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E- dage to.no mens diftates. But now 1 am at a ſtand." Indeed, | 


I could yo longer believe againſt ſa iſible an appraratice of een- 


ſorious uncharitableyeſs, £5 a deſigne(to my thoughts) abſolutely" 
© Or 


Providence. Upon this ground* 1 adventured, according to the\ 
ſmallneſs of mine abilities , upon a vindicationof our Cletgy,” 
Witha/l, T ſeemed to apprebend a great” neareneſs" between" the 
di Poargk of old&5'this Spirit that now comes forthwith tle! 

 highest and moſt raiſed pretenſtons. Ican truly ſay , that 1 en- - 
deavoured not to wreſt Scripture to compile a( baratter ;but #00k", 

thoſe that naturally ſeemed to unnask this Detuſfran. "If ny 
think” that Thave imitated M*[ Dell in putting laudable things 
into bad words-, let him but ſeriouſly weigh 'the expriſzions.,, 

he can find (1 warioht- 
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|. mation ſins of a very bigh nature. To peak my mind elpdrl: 
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law of Love. All muſt loye,and eb tound, As its ſubjeR, fits objec ' 
is univerſal, God , Chriſt ,dus geighbouts, .nay our enemies -and: | 


uſt be requited wi if een $, more i 
Ctirit, chen b8 al wid lo Ab i gin Gormty dg im 


faith - which, Tnncene Eh iy which 


we. mult | 
eroiconſder 
out of the 


hah root | 


eater 
eng a. thee Pov to yariance and unchari- 
tabje animoſities. Tris not for nothing that the Boundets of thee Chinrch (the 
infpired Ax infilſo often upon this comihandment of Loye , and tht 


S, Pax!*mufſters up\fuch” effeQtualtenforcements, Phil. 23. 1/31 knowtiet 
how , burthere is , Fam ſure , a firange ayerſencs from Love inthe hearts'6f 
-Chrifliaes, and: every thing adviniftrs'manerof hatred and/- muwall abhor- 
TI A LRIID Dy oe 
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and ſuch Srila arein the Church) yet eyen here follow love, chit thiis 
from you. Bleſſed are the cemak: Wei} ave Godckew & 
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_—_ Follow after Loye, eyeh when met mmaway from ity addedfulets "3 
admit the 


of a fweer accord. . 

3. Þ it becauſe ir is well worth the 
and indica of ſite lt recompences the paines of ai 
words : Iris that which God delights in, thar Neb Gedtis fis, By this 
we poſſeſſe our owa -ſoules, By this we enjoy our ſelyes, our Brethren, our 
allfufficient God. This diſpoſes us whe receivingof gi ,and fandlifies gifrs 
received, which otherwiſe would loſe their uſe, yiz. of 
gation of the faithfull. A ſoul filled with Love is the fi 
_— s of the Spirit,as being the likelielt ro improve and make uſe of fem 
wa xx ater It is Lovethat draws forth and ſheds abroad 
wh 


ability the ſoul hach receryed from the Almighty. 
rum Tr ita ann ta where. 1 INI 
The ere erkers o Lov hall ox lbouri yin Indeed, as for gifts, God 
dif as in infinite wiſdome he diſcerns'ts be 


to the Creatures ae Gal wv the gre dip yon 
Chriſtian to receive. A a ſhall have this 

according tethe utmoſt of your defires dnlins. Fer chis God know's 
abſolute need of, as being neceſſary to the 
herein admire we the goodneffe of God,and the 
T gifts ſcem more- Fay hr epi macho 
and to be for his ſervice in the Church, ar 
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| (4) 
Heis alldd.our beyond and particular intereſt, and (o farre 
nies of dra ain ove) ren? oodnels, as not to be fire and confi « 
ned to his own Bei : but is very deſirous thacothers li admitted to 2 


: parion of the like bleſſedoeſs Even thus was the nature of out heaven! 
Fake whoſe goodnefle (taid not in his own ablolute All and (elt» 
contentment,but prompted him to a communication of himſelf to. his creatures, 
And thus is it, Jon ought it to be witha Chriſtian, He muſt defire to ſpread. 
and diffuſe himſelf for the benefic of his Brethren, his Brethrea both of the 
Church and according to the Fleſh. Not onely muſt he be good himſelf, bur 
do good unto others. So devoted are true Chriſtians to the glory of God, ſo 
enamouired of the excellency of that tranſcendent and unexpreflible 
that they cannot bur earneliUly deſire that it may gain a * ae adoration and 
reyereace throughout the whole Creation, . To be to ſpend and to be 
ſpear in the ſervice of Chriſt their Logd, tad Side dgafane of his righte- 
ouſneſle,is the ardent and conſtant affeRian of a Golpel |-enghtaed foul. And 
foundation is the Apolile's precept here built. It is nor a covering pre=: 
eminence, of to be. more confiderable then athers, to be look: _ by the refs 
of their Brethren.,and co be eminent.in the world ; this is not(1 (ay) the reaſans 
has. 3 pre 78 ſpicituall gifts « Ambition were a leflon very naturally 
learnt, and $0 defire to Oy AIR that ixnecded any 
Ins 
rea own to r a . 
holy and i Ro for their own unanfweralle ama 1b) 
| wandneſes repre 


ſenced fully and viſibly to chem by orher mens aRtivity. They 
defire not thattheic Brethren ſhould beledſened, bur would willio Rant 
likewite contibute tothe work of the Lord,and do ſomething for 


Father. Ir is Gods glory in the good of -our. Brethrea that the A 
Ales counſell to thele of oiom, con) 


groudde the Apo- 

: and that fully appears by what he tu» - 
porches os nies diretionin _ gas 

rather that ye way prophecy } Is were a great perfeRioato oportion 

our loye, defie 099 cber afleftions to be reall-nature of their abjed Hema 

men miſcarry chiefly in ordering and graduatingtheirafteRions, Their paſlions- 
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Church. Aad thence I conceive the chief ehd of. the former precepts eaſily 
condudable to be the good of others, The order is 5 iſt Love, thaw Prophes» = 


then the reſt of 5 Sit Prophecying ha 
Kin nearer to Loye, Ly, and edifying 


qn of it, then the other' gifts, Re Ges DEE 4 
0 accommodate 3 


poſiles advice. Tr remains,that we come to our main defigne 
this t of our Apoſtle tothe conyiRtion of the preſent age, and direction 
_ ent Hearers. 
> anon a oth to the bitterneſs and uncharirableneſs of 
| ie a ts (to the malice and eayy of our new-upſtart pretenders to the 
Spirit) and likewiſe to their pride and ignorance (I know not which of them cr 
whether both be the grou 6d) rothe prite, Tfey Toy and igucranct of theſe lane Ge- 
in es pits of in the Church. 

I. Diſcerns hence how Apoſtolicall #nd Goſpel-like they are, who fer 
chernſelyes to flirre up Chriſtians f Chriſtians, who'make it cheir deligne 
and ſervice of God to fling the nds of coptention into- the Church, and 
to exaſperate mutually the ſpirits of Brethren. Theſe are they, beloved, thac 
trouble you. Theſs #xethey that, where eyer they come, leaye the ſad memo- 
rials of es once being there, in the diſtraRions and heart whereof 
* baye been Authours ; while they induſtrioufly divide berwixz believers 

Rs Th being neyer well burwhen t they hay ers whole Charch-inan 
r. Theſe are they thac ſeparare betvixt Paſtors and their florks,bindriog- 
> ghee time the building up of the Church. Giye me leave a littleto cha- 
racteriſe theſe men, im- which {hall uſe p-orap pr wor freedome,bur noc exceed 
the bounds of cruch and ſobriety. 

x. They are gone out from the Church of God, ſeelc to wichdraw ochers 
from irs commumen,and that under pretence of new light and firther clearing | 

of truth. So *twas in clie yery yr ge” 1 Jobs. 2.28; 19; 

was nota yain 179. ep me ps pln an aſſeyeracion oftherruch 
of hs Go Goſpel 8c, nor do Ithink 
Die Jae ix tn come out from amongſt  _ 

” hw : for it is betrey po you, ; rhengh therov betewoer thres of you(ta.af+ = 
y  ſemble and. meer tegerber iron then to communicate with theſe men 
” imtheir "Ordinances. beſdee or eines the Devil himſelf had his 4 
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diabolical ſeducers. A confident boaſting of ditates from above is not ſufficient 
warrant that the doQtifſe is heavenly. Without better eyidence then their bare 
word,we may modeſily ſuſpe& that they are nothing but the diftempers of a di(- 
aﬀfeRed brain. The ſtrongelt impulſes and ſerlings upon mens ſpirits neyer make 
me think a defigne the more lawfull.Nor,I think, is any man's perſuaſion,how 
firm and ſetled (gever,ground enough or a ſober man to admir him for an inſpi= 
redReyelatour. The Jews demand ofour Sayiour to ſhew them a fign had been 
rationall,if the heavyenlineſſe of his doQtine and the allmightineſſe ofhis works. 
had nor given formerly abundant teſtimony to the authority by which he per- 

formed-the office of Mediatour. An infallible Reyelation being more incredible | 
then the truth of an Afſertion requires the more ſolid confirmation. The'Apo- 
files went-notabroad to publiſh things in themſclyes nothing monſtrous, and 
which they themſelyes had been eye-witnefſes of, till they backed them to the 
world with s miraculous power & extraordinary yihble preſence of the Spirit.” 

2. They bring up an evil report of the Miniſters 
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EEE pa grein 
into their Co tions ſiniſter ap of their calling, ity a 

ability. Such S,Pax! mer with in the Churches of his charge ; and —_ 
8 often forc'd to apologize for the truth of his Apotleſhip, his own integricy 
and the grace of God given unto him, Onely his advectaries were not quite 
ſo ſenſeletie as ours to make his leatning an accuſation, andhis Jroiuaicg (if 
that be the word ) his diyige diſcourſes with ſeotences of Greek Poets. It is a 
uſe of Scripture to furniſh ones ſelf from thence for declamatory 


ſtrange 
railings. Yet Iam almoſt perſwaded it is a maia thing ſome men takegoti 


of in reading the Bible. Your Miniſters(fa peak Hebrew, and 
Latine.If in a meer ph em as don.) we 
have hence more hopes that they underſtand the Scriptures in their 


native expreſſions : and this is.no prejudice, if they afterward ito 
the people. The learned languages may offer more to their thoughts and | 
enlarge their conceptions, and may be « ſhort wewento of what they intend 
further to explain to their Hearers. But why not Hebrew, Greek or Latine, 
where 2 great part of the hearers underſtand it? Muſt it needs be oftencation here 
to confirm an expoſition of the Word of God from the originall Text, or to 
ſhew that this is not onely their private fancy ? Every one doth not delight to 
 appearthe broacher of s novel conceit nor is it needlefſe ſometimes co remove 
_ theluſpicion of ſuch an affeRation. Is the conſent of men for eminent in 
the Church of God unfit tobe known ? or isit no way profitable to ſhame 
Chriſtians from the very examples of Heathens, «and condemn their ignorance 
and loolhefſe out of the mouths of unbelieyers.? A deyour foul hath yery good 
| occaſion to render thanks to God for the glorious light of the Goſpel, when 
| he hearstheerrours of choſe times of darknefle rouch'd upon in the pulpit. Bur 
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{ their Fare Jo Antichriſtjan.. Why. 2. 
fot Acadenieal Degrees and Eccleiaſticat On 
Miniſters of the Goſpel of C briſt are immediately ſem by 
is not of their own ſeeking. It is true, pres God, i 
uawilling cogo.Bur ſure Aſoſes his difidence and fear was none of his Sha9 mag 
dations 4nd ings for his Miniftery.S.Pau};Tam ſure,alow's of him that de- . 
fires the Office of a Miniſter, in x 7im, 3, 1. Moſes was by 
God,as receiving anew Law and going vpon por anew patrol but the expoundets 
of the Law were of humane ordination by diyine inftitution, David was choſen 
; by Gods particular ap a intmentto be King Ver his ſucceſſours were pete 
Vicegerents to Iraet. * hriſt and his Dy had an immediate mi 
withall a warrant to appoint Presbyteries for Ecclefiafticall Ordination- om 
Univerſity Degrees,cercainl y (bur that ome men haye a minde to cayil upon all 

Sy are cafily diſcerned to be bur.a ciyill conſtitution, and a 
given to ap proved a6d knomn lxrning Wy ry 


he may fay an 
ir. 3 that Chritt | 
ied Adniftery Phage Aer 
b the Unttion of his Spirit : hy that z 
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o ew Teſtament, which is common to all men alikg, who have 1 
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. What illuſtrates the do- 
oſpel,aod prin by he bl its conſonancy to naturall 
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and good wotks, to teptoye and conyince met of fin, is to preach © 
"pole oithrha@ whom Pee fteel of 4 Po. 5,1 who wile ey 
 pathiſe wi Vhotr terells of 3 Pet. 2.19. X | 
iniſe thena liberty, they chenaſclyes are the ſeryants of pion. If diveion | 
of life and matiners be preaching/Morality, our Sayiour and his Apoſtles haye 
abundantly warranted it. Nor did I ever hear any that preach'd Metaphors 
or Types iti their licerall and proper fenſe. 1f the Goſpel of Chriſt explain'd 
accordihg to its genuine ſignification be not ſpirituall as much as preaching and 
words can be; 1 muſt confeſſe,1 am to ſeck what is meanit by ſpirituallmarrer. 
But the ſtrooge(? Argument, and moſt taking with the people, which ma- 
ny of them believe, becauſe they would fain have it ſo, is, the unlawfulnefſe of 
receiving mainteriance for pteaching. As for thoſe who preach merely or Chiet- 
ly for gain, or for popular applauſe, 1 leaye them to God and their own con« 
ſciences, as yet not ſecing into tens hearts. Yet,] muſt needs fay, our Fayiouts 
rule is g00d, He that 5s withont fin, ſhould caff the firſt flont : and Rom. 2, 
I. Thou art therefore intxcaſable, O man &c. is a yety rationall and confi- 
derable admonitioa, But do all prophecy for hire and yain-glory ?- do all 
ſeck their own ? could there be no exemption for any  butnwlt all be jumbled 
indifferencly into the accuſation ? they diſcern none athongft our reye- 
rend Clergy, in whomthey might finde yitible marks of 7 app” rj 
niall, and deadneſſe to the world ? Bleſſed be God, this whole Afembly can 
bear witneſſe to the falſchood, let me be bold to adde, to the mote then Divr- 
liſhneſſe of this accuſation. Satan durſt accule Job cry upoti ſuſpicion : 
he had nor che impudence co deny buit Chat he was a math of an exaRt conyet- 
fation. See, beloved, in the firſtof Job, the ft parte of infilting jealoutics 
cogcerning the perſeverance of the ſervants of God. Tis true, faichthe Devil, 
Job ſerves God, bur ic is notfor nought ; ſtretch our thine hand againfthim, 
and he will curſe thee co thy face. Thus maliciouſly do our adverſaries proph& 
therevol; of our Miniſters in tira&of Perſecution : and quier ſubmitſicn to 
Providence of God in Givill alterations, can totheſe mens chatity fer no 
lefſe thev rime-ſerving and forſaking of che Truch-The truth bt ath Miifidens, 
they are cut to thie heart ot all men of an of party are norfo rath 25 
to run thernſelyes into danger by oppoſing the c of Diyirie Proyidence. 
Notwithſianding, were the truth of Chriſt become macter of gon gre 
were the Goſpel, and ics preaching and profeſſion conjoyned with danger of life 
or eſtate ; I prejudge no mans conſtancy, but Tforelee the grace of God to be 
molt eminent in many of our preſent Miniflery : and 19 dovbr nor but by Dir 
vine aſſiſtance, the preſent Fathers of our Church would go onto the 
. greateſt excremities for theTeftimorly of a good Conltience,and to fill up what 
1s yer behirde of the parjence of the Clergy. Howeyer, in all this the mifcarti- 
| : | aol 
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ages of fore cap fever bear'out 
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rumpet to aa unchriltiain ſeparation. 'E | «Se 

| Folthe abilicies of. oux Miniftery ( which is the third parc of theig charge ) 
the truth is they are eyen totheſe men matter of envy, and therefore | 
remptzand where our Miniſters are fairly heard without prejudice and paſhon, 
they can abundaatly 0 Shai de bin ooiming ei ue 
& refuring their gain-layers, They are men,who can.maincain the Trurh againſt 
the greatelt by ploppolrn judicious men being judges, and ye. neyer fly 8 
to multitude of words, an unppertineat heaping up'at Scriptures, or that ſorry 
refuge of their pwn private infallibilicy. Their eyidegce,cooviction and demon= 
tration is reall,not merely in che noile of their ſpeech and the heat of their paſ- 
fions, Lettheir adyerſaries try,aad they will fiade the hand of the Lord and the - 
afliftance of truthto be on the fide of ourChurch. Nay the hand of the Lord. is 
vifbly wich our Miniftery,their diſciples are their epiltles, & they can ſhew the 
ſeal ihe S puric deſcending from heaven inco the hearts of their Auditours, If 
reall conyerioa be not lo frequent as formerly in our Afleryblies, whom may 
we thank,bur thele very Schilmaticks,or men of a like ſpiric,who have retarded 
the wark of the Lord, Ra gger'd the faigh of men, and, what in them lay, made 
ineffeQuall che tound and lobex preaching of the|Golpel? Our Miniflers haye 


grain whe ſireagih of the Jeederein the be ff bis arme haye(long be- 
; tore chele men were bora36 the difiration of the Church ) prtyail'd over ipirts 

ruall ywickedneſſes, and the merhads of Satan in the hearts of their heaters, 
bri {ene of thewayes of God and the reality of Golpel- 


4 at in its not in 2 form 
= 


A 4A 
—_— = 


. the 'Epiffles of S. Pau! ) our conformity to the Apoſtc 


of Self. that ey 


"_ 
that, It's 4t you neory Blur befare,This the wrldly and cgi Chit? 
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Churchsfellowſhip, who never requir'd aoy tnore theo ſubmiſſion to Baptiſm 


into remiſſion of finnes upon a believing Chriſt -to be che Meſſiah; Bur (1 
ſpeak mine own ah, we e) rheſe phaſesdo do ce oft-times nothing bur 
ordinary and common Truths, which every &nelearns in the firlt Rudiments 
of a room and which, ' to my erd's ” jpeg have been more fully and 
plainly delivered by our Miniſters before theſe cimes of confuſion ; ; coely they 
muſt ſeem to ſpeak new things to keep up their credit for new diſcoyerers of 
truth with the common people, when all is Hil ſometimes a new and fantaſti- 
call drefſe, and a deliyering of truth Paradoxically, that is,upon the borders of 
non-ſenſe and errour,noc to ay ſometimes blaſphemy. Reduce b bur their ſayings 
to common, plain & ordinary language, & you will inde but the com 
mon conceptions of eyery ordinary heidkian: It's juſt with thele men as with 
a young ſcholar in Logick, who tanks that he is come ints a new world, never 
obſerying that ic's the waned of Goa onely, but that the the conceptions were 
naturall, And this is their way bf pm ono g cruch out of contentions Nay 
they go further, they ſer truth ag againſt Precepe, and the 
ft God pink mans dury,cacher hen no A ſufficient breach for the 
Pint t of contention to enter into plain Erol Ae x rat bur oycrweening 
ſuggeſtion, in i in Religion that 

Comes Aero hel: hace brains, muſt needs be che llzpſe of he Sn Aire 2 divine 
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come, to them who piye occaſion to others to make ſhipwrack of faith and 
a good conlcience. "Theſe men ſpeak not onely ſwelling words of vanity; but, 
which is worſe, put vanity and emprineſs into Scripture-expreſſions, crowding 
them together {o as onely to make an emptie , inſignificant and ineffeRuall 
noiſe. There are other CharaQters 2. Pet. 2. 10, 12, 14+ . They deſpiſe go- 
vernment, preſumptwons are they, ſelf-will'd, they are not afraid to ſpeak.evill 
of dignities , they ſpeak, evill of the things they underſtand not ,, beguiling 
zinſtable ſouls; an heart they have exerciſed with covetous prattiſes , &c. 
I dare not ſay, *tis an exact and plain CharaQter of chele men , but there are 
abundance of the exprefſions of that Chapter apparently yerifidein our preſent 
pretenders tothe Spirit , and, Idoubt not but the CharaRters of Antichri- 
ftiafiſme, and the Myſtery of Iniquity , if you read thoſe who apply them to 
the Gnofticks , will be diſcover'd to be yery applicable to the ſpirit of Eg» 
thuſiaſme, 1 remember ſome reject that interpretation which refers all to 
Gnoſticiſme,as not ſeing any Myltery in the Iniquity of thoſe Libertines. Tf 
that be all the ſcruple,they may new, in theſe their childrea be furniſh'd with 
Myſteriouſneſs enough , and lee the grofſeneſs of Impiety yail'd over with a 
olorious appearance, thoſe glorious titles of che «Myſtery of the Goſpel, the 
Kingdome of God, the Kingdame of Chriſt, and the like, 

"Laſtly, 1 ſhall adde bur one charaRter more, They loye to domineer. oyer 
the flock of Chriſt, and to (et themſelves in the place of God. If cenſorioutnels 
and judging , if yifible pride and haughtinels of ſpirit have any relation to 
this; you may gueſle , that though as yer they force not and impoſe not with 
authority cheir fancies upon others, yet it is onely becauſe their time is not yer 
come;bur their ſpirits are neare ready and prepared to be as tyrannical as any« 
For my part, I diſcerne ſoruch into their ſpicit, that could theſe men accom 
pliſh Tetr dfires to ſpeak theleaft,, happy were the Proteſtant that lived 
in France , whoſe condition would be much maretolerable there, then under, 
theſe cryers up of Liberty of Conſcience. Alas, this profeſſion. of 45-0425 


this ſeeming rendernels, is the onely - way to get up into the ſaddle. 1 never 
darerruft him with power , that is hi! ſo good at ſlandering,teviling, 
and the ion ofthe tongue, and hath already laid the. foundation in his 
Infallibility. And what cquality their wayes ſhall haye , if we would - 
og , might eaſily be diſcoyercd: 

is true, they that all muſt 
t of the Spirit , bur 1 am ſure they fly to 


th gs " 48 Cu _- IA by L a F 
C < voy . 
- 
_ 


ity ahd ——_— at from 2 temporall power. You fee, Brethrea , in 
pawn. are the diffurbers of our peace; and may now a little apprehend by 
what ſpirit they are carried forth , and what ftrangers they are to the precepr - 
of followin g Charity. 

[ I. Diſcerne hence how contrary to the Apoſtle they are that deſpiſe the 
oifts of God , that caſt contempt upon the abilicies which he hath beſtowed 
-upon the Miniftery, char ſtrive to diſcourage che endeayours of the Uniyerſity 
after the gifts of God, that make the yery foundation of the Univerſities , the 
very ſeeking after the gifts of Gods Spirit and after abilities for the Miniſtery, 


meaning of rhe Univerſity reproved by the Word of God ? For, what are the 
Uniyerficies appointed for bur ro fit men thence for the work ofthe Miniſte- 
ry ? But they were inſtitated.in times of [ gnor ance and a 25 hang The 
more ſhame for us, who pretend to light and more glorious breakings forth of 
truth, not onely to come ſhort of the piety and zeale ofdarker times, bur to 
"oppoſe our ſelyes to that little appearance of religion that the providence of 

;od even then reſerved. YetI feare, eyen the prudence and facerehearted+ 
nels of thoſe times, if duly confider'd, will outweigh the greateſt part of what 
we now call the Wiſedome which is from aboye, the Goſpel-light,and the re- 


yelation of Chrilts Kingdome. 
I haye but a.word of Exhortation to the Univerſity and the reſt of mine 
Hearers,”and then I ſhall conclude. ; 


I. Follow all after peace. Uniyerfity with Town, Scholars with Scho- 
lars, ftudy peace and charity. I need not tell you how acceptable to God, how 
worthy of the Chriſtian calling this duty is. What do we by our difſentions 
but furniſh our adyerſaries with macter of calumny? We haye one God, one, 
| Faith, one Lord Jeſus , we are members of the ſame Church, ſeek after the 
ſame truthand (I hope) mind the ſame end , the glory of God in our own 
andeach others falyation, The truth of Chriſt, the Being of our Church, the 
continuance ofa Chriſtian Migiſtery, are in plaine Engliſh che things truck at 
and ſhall we ſtrive , while the Canaaxite and the Perizzirearcin the land ? 
Be we then united in our ſelyes, and'let this lay qur anjmoſitics, that in grea» 
reſt difſeat, we all aime at truth, and eadeavour to diſcover it in love to each 


ather. 
IF. Defire ama > It is falſe that we ſeeke to. mon the 
knowledge of Chriſt and the work of the 
E ords people were Prophets | 1 would our Ines wen 
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in this World, I muſt confeffe I am not fo ſatisfied in ſome mens proofs; oe 
yet defire to contend abour it. Bur 1 hope we ſhould all be readyrto fit down 
rejoicing in fo glotious an appearance of God, and be contented to reſt from 
our labours. Bur this is not our preſent fate , nor can | fee any probability 
| of its neereneſs , unleſs in the general defection and degeneracy of this preſent 
age. Sure till then, we muſt proceed in the trodden paths of che Chriſtian 

hurch, and ſeek the Lord in the way in which formerly he hath been found. 
Defire ſpiritual gifts, be zealous of them In Prayer, In Endeayours, 

I, Pray for abilities. Though we are not fo fenfible of ic , though we are 
not a8 to this(I feare)ſo conyeriamt in prayer h others refer all co induſtry 
and humane helps, yer remember it is God that betiowes theſe abilities,itis the 
- Spiritof God that ſanRifies, chat ſucceeds your labours. There's almuch need 
of prayer as to the ſuccefle and fruicfulnels of our Rudies, as to beg our daily 
bread. Except the Lord build the houſe. Except the Lord watch the City. 
and it js 48 true , Excepeche Lord giye in his bleſſing, except he water our 
Qudies, we firup late and riſe up eatly to-n6 purpole, It would be good to 
ferch all our learning by prayer, and to take more notice of God in our getting 
I wean he the remember him in making ule of them. 

3” Labour after abilities, This is included inthe word Zqx&7e, and this pre= 
cept ſeernes to me to be the Charter granted by God himſelf for the founda- 
tion of Uniyerfities and ereRting of Schools ratory to the Miciſtery. by 
this authority we come together hither to fiudy. What thougly we pray? dot 
that exclude endezyour ? or are endeavours and prayer inconfittent * Can > 
we not receive from God upon our Diligence ? and are the yifts of Gods 
ſpirit unwerthy of eficeme, unkefſe they drop (as ir were) into-our mouths? 

Bat theſe gifts are humane .Fothis I ſhall aafwer brie- 
ly, & according to the rime Statute of this preſent excerciſe, in theſe particulars, 

1. Abilities for che Miniftery, and ſuch for fubſtance as wete i 
and miraculouſly infuſed in the 47 up rinies » ſuch as areneceſ{ary for t 
work of the Miniſtery, are by humane induſtry, by diligence and 


ſtudy, The of Gods will andche truths of the Golpel is attaina- ! | 
ble vite now by 1 , and only by indufiry. Ir is true, the Spitit of Gol 
isable to reveal the mind of God immediately, even now as welt 2s formerly. 
Bur you know the Lyw was once deliyeted to Hoſes by immediate revelation, 
but recorded for ins Church. The A hays already delivered 


the mind of God and- the truchs of the Goſpel : nowthey aretoberead, to _ 
be mquired into and meditated' upon. And mult we r&qd the Scriptures, and 
yet not underſtand their la Whar though we have _ 3 
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not be yet ſomething further couched in the Sccipture', which may be uſefully : 
known in the Church ? May not the Apoſtles expreſſions in their - genuine 
and primitive forme , ſpeak beyond the narrownels and neceſſary brevity of 
a tranilation ? Do nof the idiotiimes and peculiar phraſes of Scriptures im= 
pole many times conceptions upon him who is unyerſt ia cheirnatural dialeR? 
Beſides this,an ability to expreſſe our thought accommodacely tothe hearers, 
to perlwade, urge and convince, to diſcoyer the conlonancy and harmony of 
Scripture-truths, to preſſe truth home w_ the minds of men, are things ac- 
quirable by art. , To diſcoyer the mind of Scriptures by comparing place 
with place and weighing the connexion, 4. to interpret Scripture aright, is ac- 
quirable by indultry. And this was part, and the molt neceſſary part of the 
pifts'of the Spiritin a miraculous way ia the Apoliles times , which: were by 
way of lupply to their illiterate education, which God pleaſing to make uſe of 
(for the maniteſting of his power in the new-tevealed Goſpel,and giving teſti. 
mony from heayen to thetrutch of his meſſengers ) did not leaye to irs owne 
weaknels, but made up with neceſſary and all uſetull endowments. 

- 2. Evenin the primitive times induſtry was probably uſed. 'For it is not 
imaginable but that the Prophets of the New Teſtament inftruRted others by 
their inſpirations, and that in order to their futuge prophecying. BeſidGrhar 
we find Gcd making uſe-of the learning of S.Pax!, and otthe learned Fa- 
thers of the Church in ſucceeding ages , who haye been the more eminent in 
the ſeryice of the Chnrch for their eminency in learning, .S. Pax! deſpiſes his 
learning in compatilon of the knowledge of Chrilt, yet makes uſe of jt in his 
Epiſtles to believers, | | 

3. Gifts are not now acquirable but-by. induſtry: where 'God affords 
meanes,where he gives ordinary opportunities, it is but preſumption tonegle& 
the meanes that are- poſſible, and require a miracle at the hands of che Al- 
. mighty. God hath in wiſdome withdrawn chat temporary diſpenſation; bur 
hath otherwiſe provided: for the Church in the wayes of his gracious Proyi- 
dence. Manna was in the Wilderneſs, but Bread muſt be made in-the land of 
Canaan,where it may be made. God now gives out abilities upon our endea= 
your3, Up and be getting for your lelyes: ſeek the Lord in the preſent way of 
his diſcoyery, and aftc& not.the lazy yanity of immediate illaples. Mind not 
that popular cavil of your being brought up to-a trade & boundApprenticesto 
che Univerſity, They would haye faid the tame of the Sonnes of the Prophets 
heretofore; Bleſſed be God, that by his Proyidence hath conjoin'd in: our 
education our yery vol: hood with ſerying him inthe Church ; and withall 
hath flirr'd up our Anceliours to a liberal proviſion for the labourers inthe 
-, - Wordand DoRtrine, and to a confirming is by lo undoubced a legalright of 
4 - propriety tothe Clergy. Do you your duty in a conlciencious dependance 
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up0n God, antlcoafidently expeR his bleſingupon your labours;con fident! 
Ky his proteRion. Goonftill, you ( RevenladBacherd) winks id ha 
plac'd inthe government of the Univerſity, to'encourage, iirre up and quickeh 
the fludiouſnefle of thoſe whom Proyidence hath ſet under you. Minde you, | 
Men Brethren and Fathers, your duty, maintain Ririftneſle of diſcipline, .pro- 
ficableneſſe of ſtudy and reality of learning: andmaugre all. the 6ppofitiots-of 
malice and ignorance, the Univerſiticsſhall beiacknowledged-che/Bycs.of| the 
Land, the fuuntain of a godly and an-able-Miniſtery, Let us:temove: froth 
amongſt us what juſtly is reproyable,and the Nation cannot long continne ſo 
mad as to be offended at decency of Habits or orderlinefle of Degrees, much 
lefle at reall and beneficiall accompliſhments. 

III. Make uſe of your gifts. Defire them to edifie the Church, and imploy 
them in ſoglorious a defigne as to be fellow-workers with Chriſt, hisSpirit 
and his Apoliles. And then rejoice in this,that the Spirit of God is ready fure 
ther to enable you and to encourage you in his work, by a diſcoyery of his eh- 
cacious preſence. The induſiry, confcienciouſneſſe and humility of the Clergy 
would. ſoon ſtop the. mouthes. of -thole.-that watch for-an occafion to cxalt 
themſelyes in the injury.of our Church and Miniſtery. ' 

Laftly, You who are attendant upon the .Uniyerlity-miniſtery, you who 
are the hearers of che ſo-condemned Clergy, think it no diſgrace to be ac- 
counted men baptized jnto the Univerſuy-ſpiritftill continue your attendance, 
and rejoice in this,that you are reproached for the cauſe of the ſeryants of the 
Lord Jeſus. When men return to ſobriety it will be no diſhonour that you 
ſtood by the diſcountenanc'd Miniftery, Howeyert you'l have the comfort in 

| wad ioaagcliroying the Church, Livepur in 


l MT FRafs, and fear not but God will yer 
provide fq | built up in the faith and loye of our 
Lord and | hHaFadde" but one comfortable obſeryation, That you 
may expett benefit and edification even from him who hath nothing of the ſpirit 


of God, but in gifts. Seek to God, and God may enable for your fakes and 
tor your ſervice, him who is unfanCtified as to his perſonal eo | 
Ina word, Rejoice we in the opportunities which God hath graciouſly 
provided, and is yet pleaſed to continue to us for our being trained up in the 
knowledge of Diyinity and to the work of the or on Rejoice ye in the 
gifts of God, which he is pleaſed to pour out upon the endeavours of the Uni- 
verſity. Ler # make uſe of our means : and yos of us, in the ſpirit of Loye and 
aiitedoelſe of heart, in the fear of the Lord, We ſhall patiently ſubmic, if God 
for our other ſinnes be yer pleaſed to ſuffer this to be the cauſe why our adyer- 
ſaries maligne us & exccute his jxFt judgements upon us, becauſe we have for | 
your benefic and the good of the Churc _ | after the gifts of ono F 
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verſions of a Divine eminent for the knowledge of God, true piety and Chri- 
Hz modertrign, "Ify ur promiſ'd confirmation of yout deAtrine come our, I 
ſuppoſe you't ciſcetne tim to be either a candid oppoſer” r, or x willing 
bireer ro the Truth. It were immodeſty for me to pafle my.cenſure or inter- 
meddle ,wher&fg Reyerendh a DaRout of aur Chirchis codern'd. Sir, let me 
' ſeriouſly minde you, that ane CharaRter which you gaveof falſe Teachers, in 
your laſt Declamatignat S. cMarie's,was fnarling and reviling the true Mini- 
ers of God upon oppoſition. Let the.reader then judge what your, demeanour +. 
is towards: D' Chamberi,"and the reft of his Brethren. Arleaſtpou)wil difco= * 
yer, that this and other of your CharaQers were incxprefliye, without a peritto 
proncipiy and a Stanting da youifs ate the Truths 0 Chrilt, which is the thitig 
in queltion: To this efte&.was your fxth notE ofthe” Antichtiſtian Miniſters, 
True Preachers of the Goſpel, 2 they are reviled, tainted and oppreſſed for 
their true preaching, they revile not again, but ſubmit patiently. Bat they of 
the world, when they heax any Dottrine preached that 15 againſt their private 
gain, they ſnarlt at it, and S. Paul bids xs beware of ſuch, Doggs:. for 45 4. dog '| 
when hc is lai'd at reſt upon an eaſy bed or the like, be will nor meddle with any 
body, but if he be diſturb'd by any he then ſnarles and bites at them , ſo, theſe. 
Meniſters as long as they are let alone in their fat Benefices they are quiet, but 
once offer d by any one to be pinck;d ont then they ſnarle and revile them and the 
true Mmiſters of God., Under favour, M{-Delt, -you haye charaCtexiz'd, your 
ſelf; if railing -and ſaarling-be| the lapguage Figs Emiſſay.of Antichiilt 
I. Tlenot judge you, but confulc your Conlcience,  whether,you could not be 
atrelt and not meddle, if there were no fear that a ſerrled Goyerament would 
remove you from your preferments. /+/2, By report Telden Tithes, if exated 
ro therigour, make a yery far Benefice,”s\ 3.:Ambition of applaulc,and to go 
for one. direed by the Spirit, may put 2 man upon as yiolent.oppoling ot-a 
- Contradicter , as matter of. gain, 4+: Do: the- Miniſters oppe Da- 
Qrine bur what contradiRss their ipends ? or have t 


they not lealt and feweſt 
appeared in defence of their Ecclefiaftical maintenance?  -F. Sir, they haye 
2 legall right, and. may ſtand up for their liberties, and what Law hath. giyen 
them,.and yet noxoftend Chtiſk@oiry, » 6,1 beleeye the Minifters needed got 
be pur to maintain their Benefices, if they oppoſed not.yoursand ſome; others 
noyell humours, - If they would permit but. your Poſitions, and Were you. not 
 ſeaſible that they really Rand in the wayt0 the progrefle of your. priyate. con- 
ceptions, the Clergy: might ſtand ; and. the Ayarice- of ſome of the Laity 
. would: neyer be made uſe of as atadyantage to your DoQtine., I kaye done 
. with.chis and your, Preface, onely. cocthinks the worthy Vicechavucellawrof 


= 


Oxford is much rngrged to you, that though, you ſubjoin your 


(a 


ſincereneſſe and honey, yer you acknowledge his learaing 


=» * £1 . | « 

: 

> & £1 | 
: : F a --a ; E 

| / =y,GOTT | 

w . - : : 

- 
by \ 
o ” oo -4 
" Av F 
ls P © 2 
m3, > a Way 2X -- 
£30 {oh OO.” 


B. 5 


SECS. 


(19) 
I ſhall-begin at your 12 page, ro examine low fairhfull "IIs 


—_ - kanye Per” 
I. - For 4 on of Chriſt, it is an accuſation at adyenture 
pleas'd bur to name the Foufeati Bon rote ir : not inn 
Fekeſied, in the fleſh, that admires not & Allmightteſſ 
the weakneſſe. and lowneſſe of our Sayiour's a tothe World, that 
glories not in- Chriſt crucified, and that worſhips not him who once walk- 
cd in the form ofa (eryant, doing the works of God, ſuffered through the vi- 
olence and wickedneiſe of men, and is now exalted ac the right hand of his 
Father in Glory and Majeſty, as the Princeand Authour of our Salyacion. 
Page 13. He(s.C fangs. ones 24 Wiſdome, Reaſon Learn- 
ing, Parts, nor any thing that to thewWorld: neither did he 
live ax gudtrcdoryo dg gion or Worſhip, which might commend hins 
10 the carnall Church. It y if GY Chrilt there was no humane ex- 
cellency,i.e. fch which is theexcellency of man z be pleaſed bur to conſider, 


- thatthe endowments of our Sayiour were divine,from the fulnefle of the God» > 
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. (26) 
IT. For offence at the Word of God,the new Word, and Word of the Goſpel, 
4 o me leave to enquire, | 
W ho are offended arthe Word of Chriſt for being > Word of fn 
(wherhie you mean fenſuall, or that which falls under outyard fenſe? ) Our 
xationall: Church holds forth-nododtine to gratifie ſenſe, 
2. What mean you by its being'a Word of Faith, andnotof Works? I am 
not captions ; but ſome other ambiguous paſſages may feetn'ro give ſuſpicion 
that 'y6br Word of Chiif eeſerbes = ood walks as well as faith. Otr: 
Chutch'teaches, according to Fe Gofpel,;a Faith thatisa working faith,z faith 
of works. Elſe ir would be a fine ten Lal doRrine, wx ro ficſh antl 
bloud, Wy fuchas would rake mightily with a 'carnall 
; hy her morhing tne Ward Chit ape ti ran 
Ba A of Man ? I ſhould beyery ill atifredinan rmrxtional Goſpel, 
and 1n ings vhg berwiarhediſcortyy of God innaturel[light 2nd poſts 
revealed truth $forthefirſt is a Divine Revdlation, 
4+, 1s noxReDoKine our Church port os fuanolioing 
fora corn feng of him-as Kitzg and Raiſer? The comtnutrrel Ee 
ney ny of the he rk ry ve probs 
hoſine « ir, ct, Qs Wl nd 
a ff's USArme never eres toy 
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> 11 by c | 11, you 


tar your: own fancy. Did you never rea j ole Lo Supper? 
Is hare go foorſieps gf Chrittian Aſſemblies forthe We ip of God ? Wh C 


means the Lord's day Rey. 1. and the.firfi day of the week-in the New TR 

ment ? Qutward woriiap, and the ſerying of God ar ler times apd in les places 

is not Mofaicall or Legall,itis not to have a worſhip in the daies of the Gaſpel 

aces the manner af the worſhip of theLaw,ualels you mean the law gf Naure, 

deducible from the relation herwixt ſociable Ga and their Creagour. 
FM 


The -warſbip is a warſhip that nds in qutyerd works and 
duties a monies and in gblcryation of Nai UNGER -4.2 
Perſons, I ſhall further ſhew it in anſwer to yout iſcourle of the pig 


initerys W hexe hath the Goſpel tg 


ught us, 
vnacben Reds chen (bg 
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ken ofwere all of them in true and inward fellowſhip, with the Father and 
te Son in the Spiric. And he that will afſociateto nane bur ſuch, would haye 
ſeparated from hi Apoſtles as Founders of carnall Churches. - © 

V. That in, Chriſt's Government there ts an equality between al{Chri- 
ſtians js a contradiftion. For Decrees and Conſtitutions of Eccleſiafticalmen 
TI-appealero AF. 1 5, the gift of Governments. 1 Cor. 12.28; 1 Tim. 3.5. 
1 ſuppole you would deny all- Church- goyernment , bur that it -would be 
too groſle a contradiQtion of Scripture. id 2s. 

V I. For the Miniſtery ofthe New Teſtament, I obſerye, contrary to you 
bold affirmations, 1 

I. That Chriſt preach'd not before that extraordinary atteſtation of God 
from heaven to his miffion, Mat. 3. John alfo bearing witneſs to this 
divine and immediate Ordination (as I may focall'n) of our 'Sayiour. 

2. The Apoſtles had a miſſion from our Sayiour , beſides the Undtion of 
the Spirit. Mat. 28. 19, 

3« The works of Chrilt and the Apoſtles did teſtify to their miſſion : and 
thoſe not inward,but viſible and miraculous. Elfe the refuſers of their Do&rine 
(any farther then it could be rationally made out tobe truth) had norbeen in» 
excuſable. If our pretenders to the 6g can ſhew. wiſedome or works any 
thing anſwerable tothoſe of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, we ſhall no longer doubt 
of their immediate call. Vioher- TION. 

;4- That there was no Eccleſiaſtical Ordination tothe Goſpel-miniſtery, 
is quite contrary, to the conſtituting of Presbyrers mentioned in the Mfts, and 
we Epiſtles to Timothy and Titme. | | 

5. You ſay there needs nothing to the CMiniſtery of the'New Teſtament, 

but onely Gods pouring ont his Spirit. And that,as believers receivedthe 
Spirit, ſo they became Miniſters of the New Teſtament, as we ſee inthe AQts 
of the Apoſtles and in the firſt y00 years after Chriſt.  Forthere is but 
oe ouly Miniſtery. of the New Teſtament , which is common to all men alikg 
who have received the Spirit of God , and to nont elſe,” though never ſoextel- 
lently qualified with Natural Abilities and Humane Learning. This you fay 
indeed in the 24 and 2 5 pages ; bit you proye nothing of it trom Scripmure, 
You extremely miſtake the pouring out of the Spirit,mentioned in Seriprure, 
The gifts and qualifications of the Spirit ſuteable to the Miniſterial office, 
are indeed [ufficient inablement to the work of the Miniftery, and a ſufficient 
warrant to him that bath receiyed them to offer himſelf tothe Church for 
Orcdination, I ſuppoſe the Apoſtles were true belieyers, andin a grear mea- 
ſure inſtruRed by our Sayiour in theTruths of God,ere they received this pro- 
miſe ofthe Spirit in the ſecond of the AF#s, The fpiritually-gitted man, i.e. 
| que by thie Spiric. of God immediately endowed with abilitiesto-perform the 
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covering what os tows of tle Va) 
| with the Paſtoral office, and ry | 
i and goyerning the Church, $*. - you ay bg that in the Jen 
men of private condition did cimes occaſionally deliver their 
2 ande of cruth ; and-yet there were ſee'T1 Sand E 

the Law. hen the Apoſtle in 1 Cor. 14, {peaks of | ;v 
c aſide tongues and the g of the nh ofthe pel)v 

common gift in the Primitive rom. 4 et there there's mention p/ yds hone 
1 walearned. Bur nInetens, 9 a liberty of preaching, mult there be there- 
fore no Paſtors or Teachers? Y ſhall onely here defire you to conkider, whether 


cu and extraordinary roo, arnnbns i 


f _—_ bs Fe nm ns Auk av: oy - and explain- 

as it be fitting thac any-pretender. * 
i Hes yo_ indifferent! wan res ke Cendiich of « Minifter,and by. his 
: folly-make the Afﬀemblics af Chriſtians ridiculous. - Thereachings-of the 
. Spirit and his inward yp :oul as toits private underſtandingof 
7 the wayes and truths of different: from a Pattorall abily. 
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Sr, you-rnuli lay nn. en fied with Natural abilities , and 
that Lnlogtaſth Tre? Go is inte ram of of 
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of Seipure,orGohe-iu, or'to rhe- communicating. his expe> 
' Bui for men, haying nothing co ſay belides what their. Teachers con- 
uy hav deliver'd,to ruſh diſorderly upon a 'conflany practice. of 4u noun rwge 7 
place of Miniſters, and that in a contempc of the ſerled Miniftery otthe 
| Crore and confuſion. 
-p- TheA LOO gp Fame dirations ban: extaordunatily raiſed 
fs. For rhetdns rr er uous be Goſpel bring alrogerher inviſible things, thes they 
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of the place do produce , is #h4fſertion, that makes all 
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liſhing of truth co no pitrpole, if the: very propetal of we that 
knowledge of the rs 04m þ ( by the Spirits affiftance we the ſoul 
upon a further defire ot a palooning) Ore A of 
cruth. Nor can thete be any $4 a any. and how can 
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they be guilty of refuſing thar enith , which wes 
Gency, nor ddiveretlinan etnbraceable way boy ran 1 
granting the Wotd-of God whe: « fare andinfallible rele, bucthen wen 
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(26) 
'2, Thata pr rr prion lr | , 
. Thata tion of external belieyers fours 15an 4 
Hedry=n om, in 1 
Thacthe worſhip of theG pattly centre.) 
Tharſer times and; places es are defignable under the Goſpel, 
That there is a vifible yrrernry in the Church. 
Thar the-Miniſtery of vires Ecclefiaftical Ordination,did 
- ſointhe Apoliledtiines days gr. rſt 300 years akcer Chriſt, 
- Thatallbelieversarenot- Miniſters. 
.” That the teaching of the Spirit is notenablement eqotgh to the Mink- 
{t 
9. That the true meaning of the Scripture diſcovers itſelf ro a rational 
. meditation,” - - 
20-iThat Philoſophy, Arts and'Sciences accompliſh a Miniſter. 
- I 14/Fhar tongues areqeceſlary to'a full underftanding of Scripture, 
22; ThatUmverfity Habirs and Degrees arelawtull, and ſpeake nothing 


of Antichriſtianiſme. 
I 3. Thar the Infflitution efche Uniyerſicy for the ſu ay 3 Ono CEN is 
= were 


/  accordingto Chriſtian nce and thed 
/1 ſhall defite you would peak doſely; bn; ev: 
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ui cums Sorore celeberrima 
Veritatem Eccleſia ; 
Confilinm Politia ; 
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rms, per aliquet ſecula Piet as & mam ficemia, 
One ab onmi pene hominum Memoria eritas & Ermditio 


Exteris exhibuerunt plant invi 
Reip. ſtndioſis in rome ſammo bubendass, 


( Quod ſeculo degeneyi pofeme & contendune Fanatici) 
Sans Ignorantie (nift Dems calitis obnunciavern) diripiendans : 


In qua 


Tr en ——"COlted vere exon wi repens beretarrer, 2retea | 
CMonitricibus ethems Avaritia, Invidia & I -—Citier 
Preter Re ON IIS ſciemiam,or eximian liber a- 


Crimen eſt Academicis nil alind, oy ni Diteſcere e videantwr & Sapere, _ 
-y Miniſtris 17, De placet) E ; (fora quod pay ef; © 
OA 4 vers crimine ſecuram preſtitit WIC 42 A 
Ari rn fr eg aſs Soſpitatoris Tutels, 
| Malevolorum vero os __ calunmniis ipſa wo A Imtegrit as: 
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Quibus [gnorare eft ord Seeger gy 
| Onaque Rene Conc jirm xpok perweies: 
Qi per ſpiſriſrimans totins Eceleſs Bo. ot tendendum clamant 
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 Tothe Judicions and Ingenuous, Rn any 8,.., 

T is a ſtrange Subjet, Reader, and ina ſober Wy id\, it 

would be a ridiculous commendation of all-acknywledged 
Worth.But thatUnreaſonableneſs willnever receive ſatisfaFtion, | 
and Errour will be alwayes talkative ;and extraordinarily ſelf- l 
conceited, if it feny it bath put all, men to falence; former Diſ- p 
courſes might have made this preſent altogether groundleſs and = 
unſeaſonable. T ſuppoſe, when Ignorance bath had the impu- 
dence to outbrave a whole Univerſity, and ſeemed to plead that 
its Ingratitnde and. Turbulency 


mythoughts, (and yet Ido not fancy any extraordinary ſpecial 
motion, though it ran a pretty, While in my head) and why may 
not 1 go" along with' ſo great'a croud for noveltie's ſake? If any 
read it. nd>diflike all or any' piece of it , it is two to one but 
T ſhould be of his mind, if 1 were acquainted with his reaſons. 
For when all is done let men talk what thy will, Reaſon is an 
Re 1 56 excels 


c 32) 
excellent thin gif 4 man can hit on it, Of at 


indure Enthuſtaſme, unleſ$e foe it be in brave lo i mane 
tick lines, Then mithink) it ſounds rarely, and Nana] into. La 
tine Verſe, might be bound up with Ovid's Metam is. 
Elſe I bave na patience to heare in and. 
fadneſs God _ the Authour Fr The. lk 
to the Spirit ſhould not mn owe trouble the World with their 
; Wiid conceptions, till they can {peak jenſe, and make out their 
Poſitions rationally, or ſhew miracles. And then I ſhall admire, 
though I be not wr to underſtand, what till then 1 wiſh looke 
upan, as calling in Heaven only to help at a dead lift; and: to 
ſalve oyer the weakneſs and falſhoed; Thich they are conſeious 
of; unleſse by 4 pd of. deluſion they can think God 
can he the Autbaur and diſcoverer of Thfles. Ell then F ſhall 
be bald to eſteeme. it nobetter thennon-ſenſs, _ | 
y0u find any ſuch here, I confeſſe it is humane. Toweſſe it is 
the firſt you ever . have read.” Nor 4s it ſo-great-a fant; bit 
L dare xn, the effec of 'bumane frailey: "Only, | I om-certaini, 
ee. And this is all Feap! commend" the tn, 


1 intended it for ſenſe 
thou or the Work far , that be is a well-meaner, and hat this 


is the, fancerely: intended nd thenkfl ed afulbentvi 


of one, thats: i) pos) (2 ho 0 1 roy bi) gt 
Ay tt to In 


An hearty bongurer Ky bin 
wy Kings = whevoxcyer.. "4 
 RETIIN" od 


+ Vp d 90 ſ I 1 


9. 
[> anna ode 2 90,943 


Ab AB 8. - doen bdids bb dde aided an | x Ak db 


'Of the Uſe of LEARNING 
er : to.the MINISTERL.-: 


Ps 7 3 Now bnrloſeny that watcher 16, wicker th Univer 


- - - - þ 
= .*' 
. = * k 
z 
"© a S 
- 
) . 
F jd A its 
IJ - ws 
. 
: 


:arE: more rs ran ny 
Commerce | 


$: ond Gillen caſt be fuk ell cm 
_ 


ET SE&@EPUrToCTMTACT xv, 


he | 10g approveir 
| -in-many of owe fone 2 late eminent Patriots z who 
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have y_ eminent rin ſervice of the Sears, ag 
wears of Learning...1 leave | to-enquiry, how Tew-} 
Political Prudence,who have not by = uE induſtry 
defeRs or-negleR of their education.in youth. If any man have abuſediche gifts 
convey'd to-him by the loſtruRion here received;the Commonweale tay only 
ſay of him,as he of an able & conſiderable enemy, 7alis cum fs,nofter utinam 
eſſes. &we may heartily wiſh ſack-bad-diſcoyer'd themſclyts more really for the 
vood of their Native Soil.Donot naturall parts run the fame hazz {, iſ- 
application and-miſemploymeac ? yer 1 ſhall count himeither anege! 
State, or very. covetous of —_—_ ſhould in earneſt pray for a'con 
generation of Fools.in Eug 'An eminent ſouldier(as1think) detraQts no» 
thing from che commendation & defirablencls of Martial skil;though he prove 
an enemy to his Countrey and valiantly-for the diſturbagce'of Rn. 
If the enlargement ofthe ſoul, if the experience of former ages, if the ſervice of 
the abilities of other-men in other ages and nations, if great patternsof eloquent 
& fitexprefling our thoughts, if a well-direRted judgement inur'd to ſerious & 
exact ſcanning Of things in themſelyesand in their circumſtances, if 
of men and manners, if aforeyers'dnefſe in the confideration of many caſes of 
great diſiculty and moment; anda readinefſe to drawour whar is long apoe 
prepared, if to be furniſh'd with examples of Divine Proyidence and humane 
priidence, if this and farre morechen.this ( which Scholars in publick employ- 
ment can more ſenſibly and fully explain ) be inconſiderable,-and' liave no in- 
fluence upon the State,. I; muſt grant that theſe places of pablick education are 
ulclefſe, and. we may without colt or pains retumto an cafie and/cheap Bir- 
bacouſneſſe. Venice and Hv/land have hitherts had this retkoned' as nomean 
part of their glory, that they haye been friends-to leatning : and' they have 
admitted Scholars often to the management of publick affairs, yer without any 
prejudice ( to ſay no more )to either of the Republicks:- Verily, amis fo 
diſcfieem'd and vilified yo perry thee that which-finds it to'be moſt; of a 
contrary ſide. 1 obſerye how eyen the greateſt enemies of ScholarſHi 
one-indifferently learned brought oyer to themſelyes, as a-main pillai X 
confiderableſt champion of their cauſe, Adl the countrey too 'muft'ring of it, 
if any of them get bur a few ſcraps of Latineand Heb5ew. In Divinity, they'l 
quore as much New-Teſament Greek as they ſhall 
have itas farre as Lather andheirreading 4 
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and Sciences, which elſe would by the ſame men be extoll'd as 
teto/a Magiſtrate or a Miniſter. I ſhall adde, that whateyer 
ſeoſeagainki Learning 1s moltyhat bortowed from -the ſpottfull- 
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, that f 


likewiſe partly from the melancholy firs of {(ome.me l; 
zwgly ® popularly expreſſe ablolutely what is to be underſtood in conqarype 
with piety and religion, and hatbegin to be rruly ſenſible of an irreligigus 
adoration of learning ,whercof they have formerly been guilry to the contempt 
and negleR of ſpiritual ri e. Something, it- may. be, is ny 
the diſcontents and railings of a few, that imagine their Fi es ſuſhciently 
eltcemed and rewarded, and are thence put upon this new device to raile their 
names inthe World, For our ordinary Opponents.it would be ſufficient before 
any rationall judge, truly to alledge againlt their acculations, that they ſpeak 
evil of things which they know not. This might| very reaſonably invalidate 
their teſtimony and probations,that they un nd not enough 5 learning 
is, to determine how great its uſefullneſs may be. I ſuppole they neyer had any 
of their own totry. Nor is the lazy unuſctulneſſe or the abule of ſome mens 
learning any ironger argument,then the hoarding up 'or {quandring away of 
money, Which ſome mea are guilty of, is agaioft the true cyill uſe of money. 
Nay,but none make uſe of it but for a yain oftentation. And yer they may,and 
a$sWile men as our adverſaries, not be able to diſcerne. 1 would fain conyinee 
men, that onely a learned man is ſufficient fully to diſcoyer where learning is 
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dent and diſcreet. . But conſulr Authours, and yo-may be taught that the 
rule was grounded upon principles of Philoſophy,the reaſon agreeable to pre- 
cepts of Artand the ation warranted by ancient examples in Hiſtory. That 
they ſpeak (o clearly and intelligibly is according to the rules of learning,and a 
fruit of their judgements being perfected and throughly informed by Art. It 
5 in other diſcourſes, as itis in lexnons. Common people judge of the Scholar 
only by high lines and abundance of ſomething which chey un not. To 
knowing men, all this,in a popular audience, is\but an argument of one. that 
is yery proud'of,or afraid to forget that lictle reading which he hath, The learn- 
ing of the ſpeaker is more eaſily diſcoyered by the plainclearnefle of his expre(- 
fion, and the artificiall dependance of. his conceptions, in a method and lan- 
. guage proportioned to the capacity of his heaters. Still ſome will urge, that o- 
thers prove as beneficiall rorhe Commonweal that-are unlearned, and yet as 
- conſiderable in matters of publick concernment. Yet all hayenot ſuch extraor- 
dinary abilities. He chat cannot travail fo long ot fo faſt as another, if any ex- 
ſpeR like ſeryice from him, he muſt be ſupplied with an horſe. Bur chis will 
receive farther anſwer, by what follow's hereafter concerning Unlearned 
Preachers. For the preſeat it ſuffices, that,” though there ſhould bz one or two 
aboye all polſible addition from Acquiſition, yetLearning is fo farr uſeful tothe 
Nation,as it enables thoſe for publick ſeryice whom Nature left to be perfeRted 
by Art and Induftry. : | Y: 
I hope by this time M7 Dell will take it for granted that Learning isof 
great concernment. in Ciyils. 'Twere charity to think the well-meaning man 
prevaricates in all his declaiming againſt Learning, or that it is an honelt milſ- 
take,but a Gmple-hearted running too farre on the other hand, His ſenſe and 
chief intention is,it may be, that learning is not neceſſary tothe Miniſtery only; 
and he complains of rhe ſcarcity of Secular Foundations inthe Uniyerfity. Pot- 
fibly he aims onely to hintthar (| ſeeing our Colledges are moſt to Di- 
vinity,and they not enough for a allade ſupply ot che Miniftery) beſides far- 
ther care for the increaſe of divine knowledge, it would be a buſineſſe wortby 
the prudence of our State, and the munificence of ſome noble BenefaQours, 
more to provide for the maintenance of other Profeſſions, and for the encour 
-ragement of that learning which is of a Politicall and more Temporalt uſetull- 
' neſs: inconformity to the ſuggeſtions of that Noble and judicious Advyancer of 
Eeqring. 1f he be offended with this charitable conſtruRion, I hope he and 
others of his perſuaſion will the readilier cloſe withit,when we ſhall in this ſe- 
| cond and main part of our Diſcourſe have examined the Aferrion they are lo 
 confidentin,. That, to a Goſpell Miniſter, Learning, Arts and Sciences areal- 
- trogetherunneceflary. Burt if we ſhould proye it tobe helpfull or convenient, the 
- want of fimple & ablolure necefſiry 
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the continuanice of Colledges and our Schools. Such men would be loathto be 
ftinted, as they would ftint the Church and Commonweale;rothe ſhort ſcant- 
ling of pure necefſaries. Whar their Opinion is in plain Engliſh, -it is hard to. 
| fay;it being their cuſtome to inyolye themſelyes and their Audirours in dubious 
and deceirty]l expreſſions. I many times queſtion whether any of them be ma- ' 
ſers of their own notions. 1 haye heard MF. Dell ſpeak in his way of Of and 
on,concerning the Saints 8 Chriſt's union with God:and cant lalt coely fay, 
I think he would hold forth Familiſme, i.e,as to this point an Enthuſiafidk and 
;rrrationalFkinde of Socinianiſme. W hen he ſpeaks againſt the Learned Mini» 
ſtery, ſometimes the epithets of carnall and fleſhly muſt quite alter the ſen- 
rence; then #n»ſef#u//,and not lo neceſſary as to exclude in the want;expreffions 
quite diftin& are often one and the ſame. In other'imen, their arguments give 
further light cothe ſenſe of their poſition, andthat at leaſt in proceſle of read- 
ing you may ſee what it is they hold. But here the opinion is {6 lefle, 
and the arguments ſo wilde, that I muſt needs ask, Can the man himſelf cell 
what he would have? Yerl1think it is direftly ro what be hoyers about to en- 
quire , Whether the Foundations of our Uniyerfitiesin erm mne win n O 
pious and magnificent Anceſtours, ſertled(in the greateſt part)for the fupply of \. 
the Miniſtery,for —_— there and ſending thence into the ſeryice of Chriſt 
in the Church men furniſh'd with acquired gifts of Learning, be Antichriftian, 
or took its originall from the botromlefle abyſſe of darkneffe; or any ſuch in- 
fernall principle 3 whether this conſtitution be any thing of the My fiery of Ini- 
quity.: and not rather thereſult of pious 'Wiſdome, well-guided Devotion,and' 
Chriſtian Prudence'of men zealous according to knowledge for the promoting 
of God's glory in theedification of the Church, I mean as tothe generall,main 
and tall intention, though molt of our Founders might be miltaken in 
the particular deſignmeat, as ating according to the light of thoſe times,when 
the opinions of che Church of Rome were mixt with the Chriſtian and Catho, 
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nues. being, propoſed. by ſome. of-che; Councill, faith) the Pious King;: 
Mg fr 4 oundill, King; 
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ic not yet wholly drain'd dry, A ſpecch of a: piouſly. and: de 
youtly dilpoſed rag and chat-fayoured: more: of the oY God and; 


true {elf-deniall, then the ſpirit that call's upon others to havock of and 
deſpoil whateyer is deyoted to the Inrexeſt of the Church, I: acknowledge 
mercy to be better then ſacrifice, and the Being of a Nation more conſiderable 
then the. ornamentall ſplendour of the Church. For L'apprehend: not asyerapy, 
ſuch thing fo ſacred and devoted to a pious uſe, but-thar' and publi 
neceffity brings ina ſufficient diſpenſation for any thing beſides the'inevitable 
ruine of a Church. 1n unayoidable neceflity-of State, when' no way-elſe ca. 
hinder a totall ruine, he is.not a true lover'of his Countrey, nor hathrhe dige= 
ſed the brave.examples extantin hiltory, that could not chearfully beg for his 
Countrie's go0d,and be ready to ferye it and che Church in outward want. This 
leſſon poſlibly. others haye/learn'd,thatſee:no ſuch urgency of affairs: to inyite 


- their own poverty- I queſtion not but(if publick-and nationall exigency ſhould 


force, our Rulers to tuſpend-our preſent encouragements- to. Leaming and 
diligence in the Miniſtgry,) the Integrity of  Uniyerfity-men and: their fincere 
defire to lay themiclyes out for the Church, would abundantly. appear in their 
greacelt affliction ; and: the more conſpicuouſly by the negleR of many now 
orward'in preaching, becauſe they are forbidden, who would proye as remiſſe, 
when once they had according their wiſhes brought aboult.their envious and 
malicious de{1gnes againſt Learning and the Miniftery : a greatdeal of their 
yehemency,and diligence being from love of diſobedience and'contradiftion,or 
a defigne to oyerthrowthe Clergy, I ſpeake not here of thoſe whom a defire 
of enlarging the Kingdome of God, and dedaring-to- others what they have 
found in his wayes, hath flirr'd up-to preach unto others: nor do-I'doubtbur 
there axe many ſuch of the Laity. But- without-any ſpirit of | prophecy, me- 
thinks I ſee-moſt of our Intruders be Miniſteriall office, ſoon after this 
fad accompliſhment of their defires,' precending to be aboye Ordinances, and 
very well content tobe in the- filence and-caſe- of a more-exalted- diſpenia- 
tion. .'Tis ſhrewdly fuſpiciousthat M* De/Ps conftancy- in ing» would 
not. long ſurvive Tithes and the Univerſity, or ſome fſtipend- _ for 
x preacher of ſelf-degiall; All is yet-burconjeRture; for ( bleſſed be dd) our 
prudent and. worthy-Goyernours are not. yer put toſodangerous a pitch. And 


State will be.alwaixs ſo'conſcienciouſly wile, asin;the greareſt Rreightsto con- 


' fideg how Learning andche Church may: be nobly- provided for, and whether 


the ed-Necellity dotb really counterpoiſe the publick adyantage of the 
lr any gy alintnendatoe homnjuepthuremaſtbe hejeby dont td \ 
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and well-proyided Minifſtery to:poſtericy. I underſtand: rot why we ſhould - 
lewd to leaye to- provide by miracle for the Church, then for 
the State : unlefſe our Faith be ofthis nature, that Where weare really ſenſible 
ofa.neceſſiry, we are reſolyed to ſee our ſelves ſupplied, bur we can truſt God 
very willingly with what we care not much for, and icarce belieye intruthto 
haye any reallity. But to the Queſtion. | (op 
I heartily debire that. encroachingterm of Antichriſt-and/ Hmtichriftian (lo 

frequent in ſorue mens mouths, and uſed evenin this bufineſsby M-. Deland 
others )* had its unlimited bounds: once ſomewhat fixt by affigning-a'Con- 
ception that might tell us wherein the nature of Antichriſtianifme conſiſts, 
I ſeems to me one of thoſe words that have worn out all their ſignification by 
frequency of being uled: or elſegnely 2 nickname to reproach oy _ 
of our private opinions: or defignes. While cyery thing is Antichriftian in 
ſome or others mouths, W hat ſhould that be(think 1) which fits Contradito- 
ries, both parts (for ought I can-ſee) as well as one? I ſuppoſe here he meanes 
what exales ic (elf againſt the Kin of God; bur {till 1 aw aſmuchto {eek 
for M* De/s meaning as before-,-of which by and by, In the meane time 

I ſhall forbeare to urge the Engagerneats whichall Uniyerſicy-men have ere 
tred into for the defending of che, ts,Priyiledges & Honour of our common 
Mother. Their anſwer is. ready* The Oaths were unlawfull , and fo better 
broken then kept. Neverthele(s, what hold can be taken of men char difannull 
ſolemne- Oaths upon every whimzy-?- At leaſt, feare of an oath ſhould 
haye putchem upon! diligent examination and impartial judgement ere they 
concluded the engage unlawful. And then (ſeriouſly) they haye miſerable 
Cromnes, and very ſoft heads, if theſe be(as it is probable they are) the preya- 
leat Motives which they ; « It is ſomewhat .to the purpoſe'to 
ropele one Queſtion th Mr, Dell, With what Conſcience can-aoy-Chri- 

ian knowingly take the: .of _ ”1 pf peheaars my nn | 
honeſty: in cheating the ſav of Sin of his money. Is the Univerhty ſtipend; 
as paid to a Divine, mote maintenance ? Then, under what ca oem 
do Me. Dell and his afſociaces/ enjoy their- places in Cambridge 11 
no account can be'given; but-that they haye ruſhe into-the Pulprmngl | 
a crowdof CMechanichs.” All ( irſcemes ) is fiſh that comesto net. T mit 
confeſſe; the ſame largeneſs of Conſcience may \beare-a man out in receiving 
the emoluments, where the duty of the places lookruponas unlawhulf; and 
in exaQting Tithes, which the ſame over -and-oyer declares againfittas- Fw- 
daicalland oppoſite tothe Liberty of the Goſpel. Itis# firange inconfi 

of DoQrine and PraRice, toextoll {elf-denial'in the Pulpit, and:yet tobe 
contetit to keep the road of the Clergy, thavisſo/Antichtiftian; whercit leads 
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ſelf in {o high pretences to the motion and powerfull incitatiohs of the Spirit, if 
theſe Propolitions bo win thing oprodie toi. [2 ah + 
1.-A Goſpel Mini is tocogtinue, though the extraordinary and mira- + 
culous appearance ofthe Spirit be ceaſed. For this I believe will be denied: in + 
cheupſhot,if the truth of our preſent Churches be not the firſt miſtake, Ofthis * | 
we ſpeak but in ſubleryiency |to the preſent diſcourſe. another 
occaſion, 1 am ready todeclare what I think may be ſaid for a juſtifica- 
cion of the Engliſh Chucche's Apoſtolicalneſs. | 
2. Learning is no hinderance to the adyancing of the power of the Goſpel. 
3- Gifts of Learning are necefiary toan able and accompliſht Miniſter or 
diſpenler of che Truth of God, Ly 
4- Thea, I ſuppoſe, we may adde without much more proof, thatthe 
Inflicucions of Uniyerſicies are not onely commendable, but of extraordinary + 
benefir and (in ſome degree) neceflity to the Chriſtian Church. | 
{n all which I ſhall endeayour to take little or nothing for granted, which 
one in his right wits may confiderately deny. I know the utuall way is, ' 
Where find you in Scripture that the Apoſtles Rudied 7 years at the Uni- 
verſity ? What Word is there for excluding from the Miniftery thoſe that 
underſtand not Greek and Lateme? If any man applaud ſuch toies, and under- 
Rands no better the DoRtine of Scripture's ion , I muſt confefſe I am 
as muchout of hope of convincing him, as free from any feare that, he. ſhould 
mulciply prolelytes, where any thing of ſober-mindedne(s remaines,” I'le ſpeak | 
ina'word my thoughts as to the forementioned Doctrine of the fulneſs of 
Divine Wric, with ſubmiſſion to the becrer judgements of our Revercad Do- 
ors of the Church, and to the* candid examination of any. judicioully in- 
genuous loyer of truth, 1 underſtand that we reje& Traditions, as falſe, 
when they contradict written Reyelatjon ; as dangerous, when the probability 
- of abuſe andill conſequence oyerweighs the- benefit received by retaining 
them; bur thirdly, the reft only as uncertaine, becauſe we want much ofthat' 
evidence which we have of the Scripture's authorty»,.Yet theſe laſt may be: 
retained according to their probability of truth, and uſefulzels to the 
gations of Belicyers. I ſee no ground to conclude all under fal{hood and hu 
mane inyention, which is not found in the Scripture: though I may rationally 


queſtion the certainty of ſuch Traditions, any further then I can diſcoyet their 
ratibnalneſs, or then the authority of their diſcoyeret and propoſer gives them 


a credibility. Mcthinks I ſee theſe Querers ated, I know net how, to a more ' 
dangerousconſequence then they themlelyes imagine. What uſe is there of 
heir ridiculous Quere's unleſs ro weaken the gruth ofthe Scripture's ſuffi» 
ciency ? a ſober and undoubred Truth, if well underſtood, i.e. (as ron_ 
de... 


as to mattersof lalyation and neceſſary entertaigment, though indeed 
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containe all Trurhs that are. « of Divine originall. . Tam akaid hi 
_ will bethe OR that can eldome keep of 
the extremes, if once they be ( as they cannot bur be in time) ſenſible of this 
' wild way of diſputing from _ and by fond and frivolous interrogato” 
ries : many of which (t ne by men as madly conceited as th© 
Enquirers) yet to a ſober indifferent mind evidence but the Aurhours follies> 
and unmask Thos ſpiric of ſcurrility and immoralicy. by which: the Conrrivers 
are frequently ated. _ To this purpoſe we ſhall premiſe theſe Concluſions, 
of ſome moment in this and other di 
I. Matters of common prudence needed not to be revealed, norare they re- 
| yealed in Scripture; nor is therefore common humane prudence unlawtully 
uſed in thipgs Ecclefiaſticall. Ify it will be eafily conceived that God 
neyer intended that.the Church ſhould be a colleion of indiſcrecion./and 
folly : and hence it is that there are ſo few hints of thole things, which mere 
Reaſon may inſtru us in; Even: in the Zewiſh diſpenſation, where the out- 
ward forme was exactly preſcribed , ſome things were left to common pru- 
dence and the determination of the Confitory , as indeed it muſt be, when 
Laws are framed inthe greateſt perfetion_ imaginable. I know no other uſe 
of that which the A polile calls Government 1 (7. 12. 5. an extraordinary 
gift (asI apprehend) of prudence for the ordering and managing thexule of 
the Church, and for a particular application, of that gene ral dhe Ke given 
by St Pal, that all things ſhould done deceml) ny in —_ L Cor. 14+ 
40, Decently, andin or according to order muſt be underftood, 
to that becoming ordinateneſs and decorums obleryed in the aflemblies of 
ciyile and wel-bred men, without the rudeneſs of immoral and tuaw}tuary 
meetings. .xgJ«" ali ome (1 remember) have A Mga ls » According (0 
inſtitution, i.c-the rule which I gave you. o I thin |,conyenient 
(} it were) ranking is the more uſual gnticarcoand beſt Rands in conjun- 
ion With "£94 udrws. both order and left to the judgement of 
the Church or. ts goyernours, ain conteg to the rules of _—_— Nor 
indeed could it b: otherwiſe then left thus , ive conſider the (eyerall ſtates 
ofthe Church as under and neare to the Apoliles times, and as in ſucceeding 
ages... The cofidition ofthe Church and. Chriſtianity ab jeeps 
being then low, perſecuted, diſcountenanced by the remporal power 
NS Y« Then ofi the contrary. guided |by A; 
ry and.imwediately furniſh from heaven wicha large e oper he oy ric 
ao and ſpecial lene. Now remember chat the «Aer ofche 
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- cohtained in them. Whea T heare ſome'mens objeRions, methiaks ir is ſuſh< 
_ cient anſwer to many argitments fercht'from primitive pratice; That the 
Apoftolical Churche's purle and power would not carry them out, as in build. / 
ing of Churches and the like. We know they had not.then the hberty of 
publike worſhip. In other things the Apoſtles needed not ſuch' helps * yer 
in times wherein they are needfull , the Apoſtles praRice is no prejudice to 
their uſe, Where read \we, fay ſome, of the *Apolttles praying with all thac 
would come to joine, as the whole Congregation ? | Neither, fayT , do we 
read ofa whole Nation prong Chriſtianity, which being now the uniyer- 
fal profeſſion of many countries alters the cale of their and our tions. Upon 
this particular it is not unſeaſonable to wiſh that men would learne ſeriouſly 
to weigh the firengrh of their arguments and their extent, more then in relation 
to their particular queſtion and preſent concernment. Ir would faye them 
the trouble of being forced by others to anfwer their own arguments u 
another queſtion. Which hath been yery uſual in this yery principle , which 
ſomt have formerly upon other occaſions made uſe of, that all is will-worſhip 
which is inflituted in the worſhip of God without particular warrant from 
Scripture: and what the conſequence harhHheen,our times ſufficiently.eyidence. 

I I. For further confirmation of what hath been ſaid,'I obſerye, that there 
are many things common to a ' ſociety of 'Chriſtians and Ciyil Societies, 
Churches being humane Socicries 4s ro the marrer of them. i, partaking of 
this general nature of being a/ ColleRion| of rational Creatures : and then 
whar eyer is applicable to humane Society in general, belongs co Churches as 
contained under that larger notion; as for example, the lawfull em ployment of 
honeſt wiſdome and diſcretion for its preſervation. Provided onely, that no- 
thing be acted contrary pot ro ty vey and nature of Chriſtianity, If chis 
caution be obſeryed, rational deduGtions from Ciyil Societies, keeping the ana- 
logy of religion, areim able tothe Church. Much more whac is dedu- 
cible from the notion of a Chriſtian 'Afembly. 

111. Where the reaſon of the thing is common and unappropriate tothe 
chen-obtaining diſpenſation , and when there is nothing implied to the con- 
trary in the Goſpel Dodtrine or Inſtitution ; there arguments drawa from the 
Jewiſh Church:do hold good as to the Chriſtian. Ir is warranted by $. Pads 
diſcourſe abour Goſpel maintenance for the Migiftery, For the Churchtheng 
was a Society joyning in the ſeryice of God ; that and this partaking in the 
general notion' of a- religious Aſſembly, their vom tap a Miniftery, and | 
their Worſhip ofthe Worſhip of God. And wrands. difference of their 
-and our diſpenſationg, we may bay hovers boa ws le of their infticutions to 
- direCt us to diſcoyer many things , Which belong to religious Congregation: 
Officers and Worſhip in generall. That onely being vogated ogated.- 
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qhich was typi foutded ia God's Covenant with Iſratlites ns Time- 
lites- i.E. 2s iathe land of Canaan, not as men, and related to God by 
creation and the covenant of natures. | 

I V. Which follows from and may adde fireogth to what hath been al. 
ready ſaid : ColleRions from Scripture, though not to every eye expreſt ia 
eng rv gs drawn accordivg to the different circumſtances of 
the Primitive ter conditions of the are proofs yery admittable 
by any ſober Chriſtian. This is no more then what reaſon readily grants, 
as founded in the yery nature of the things. no more then what is commonly 
allowed as ſufficient proof in ——_ am any- Hiſtory , ancient Cuſtome 
and uſage, or old Law, which is in force with re to the alteration of 
times. Ic is that which in other more uncantroverced caſes is uſed in alledging 
do —, — 1idpos 


V.Cuftome and praRice of the Church in ſucceeding ages, and Ecclefiaſti- 
EEE in 
-{-&.. 


the former ptions, isan argument in 1 ſelf as confiderable,as intelerabie 
wE its or men that affect novelty & their own humours. Now 
fry ouprens yan panrin pop as aw oo > we 6 
bigh pri upon Learning is cleare ir dill in i | 
renter cru pt Re. pare arg I; a3 Ae 
rious forbidding them the Heatheniſh Learning, and denyiog them the hiber- 
of the then wry #3 oye read wa my moe Gage on 
; T i« death? What ; K our THAI a. 5 
education ? arr Needed a im nab 
then theſe thar prefer Julian for a pattem of reformation. cieg 


io, ar} og) A 9 le III Pr Pg Fs 
of Iaiquity, which (if we belieye ſome) had almoſt in eyery thing overſp 

the Church of Chrilt Rraight after the deceaſe of the Apoſtles. Indeed it 
would be ineffeRuall, becauſe beyond the polibilicy of our Opponents Exa= 
ounation, who have expreſt their Chriſtian juſtice i; vilifying and condem- 
ning the Ancients, whom they are not ac all 


acquainted with. Yet ur needs np 

acknowledge to be the times of 
A in the Church, were the freeft from ſecular Learning, and 
had as much darkneſs in that reſpe& as our Adverlaries can hope to-bring 


Sarrend , if Sh Univerſities wg wterly aboliſh'd, The -Reformacion Io 
Religion reviving $1Zater raifolas, in plaine Engliſh, 

pln wh ag ee; ob Wy 1), 5 Bn ey I gt ns gee 
 n0 other wile be carried on chen by rewroing to the. of darker and 
more degenerate ages, W hat can an vidianr {a the reformazion in-reaſan 


think 
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ink ele burthat't y haye conyinced-us of the inſufficiency of our Caule,! 
and that now we are ſenſible Learning was onely an argument for us ; when 
our Opponents had not attained to enough to diſcoyer-our fallacies, impo- 
ſtures & leamed juglings ? What greater triumph can the Jeſwites defire,then 
toſee us beatout of our confidence of Learning,and putto a poore and irratio 
\ nal ſhift of private infallible Inſpiration ? One inclining to | lcbeofwe wiltbe 
perfeQly poſſeſſed that the defences of Chriſtian R igion were only proud 
rriumphs oyer the too unexerciſed diſputers againſt it in Heacheniſme, or that 
the power of the Chriſtian Emperours was the ſtrongeſt-ar for che 
truth of Chriſtianity : Experience having (as he may juſily- fſurmiſe if all 
Chriſtians were of cheſe mens minds ) diſoyered to our ſelves the weaknels 
of our Religion, unable to withſtand the clearer light of natural and refined 
reaſon. 

We come now to our former Concluſions, 

Conclufion T. A Miniftery was not to ceaſe with the primicive times and 
Apoſtolical adminiſtration and gifts. Which will be proved if in particular 
we evidence the truth of the Church of England and the lawfulneſs of- ics 

Miniſtery: which may be done thus, 

” 1. There's a viſible Church ef God in England”, or the Church of Ex- 
gland is x true Church of Chriſtin an A Henſe.By a Church I mean; 
according tothe notion of a Church inthe” Apoflolical writings (to which 
I refer any attentive reader for proof of the notion ) I meane (1 ay ) by 
a Church,a ColleRion 'or Society of men united in the Worſhip of Godin 
his Son-Jeſus Chriſt, whom they \rofeſſe to beliexe tobe. ſent by "rhe Father 
forthe remiffien of fines, and according to whoſe prece pep penn: 
ſelyesto lead-rheir lives in hopes of erlafling ie thfough facae Lord 
Jelus. IT vey ar6-06 echarith renewed then'by this more 
generall belief of the Goſpel and Salyation promiſed by Chrift:i.e.bur poten” 
and iy grads pony ſanRiified, theig lives being unanſwerable to their 


10n and | And, this is the a pg params, 
ym af in their 
Tien echyonolend their afſene _ then-dedi on TE . 7 wp 


and acknowledging their Ba 0 repentance for- remiffion/of fins, are 
nan: £100, RS ur avg unto holineſs, and crue members of the 
Churchs cill duly-an < july p-out of communion. - This is in A; 


'phraſs a Chufch'of God; andaCoagregationofBelieyers, inthe 
expreſſion. And thats ſoherer la udgorten ante ry 
though there isa mote invifble- , mpre' 4 


united toChrit,to which neither hy poeritesnorunrightes 
long: ; the bounds of it beogmnones a agd. firm aa t@nonethar 
as 
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ace without it. &. ors the Church f 
viſible and oops nmun 4 


| Mestiche bur a GC Chiifttobe 


tual edificarion! Tr is groinded 
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to the retniſfion' of finnes, re piano rj hers, _—_— Techs th 
notto be reſted in; neither are the members of itto be yilified and Night! 4 
out of the Church, as unbelieyers,or to'be debarr'd communion, who haye'thie 


| y of iti them, and whoſe, heatts God' hath by "x bilief 


ghrin thy SE cruth of rhe Goſpel, chough their faith be dead}, av yer 
wes. nity aid that which;tinlefs it be brought into'a& and work by Love; 
| nor fave. "Yet thete is .yb faith wroug tin them by the $ vie 8 God 


in in fate education, which ma the afiftarce and ſu xe Sh gre of ofthe 
Spirit be a | foundation of real with Chrift, areal Gof 
Jn the —ieant time God Rath FA Mirae this Bay ore +1" 


thena(chorigh inconfidered, unim wigmetop# wrt in thar ſenſe as Trhink 
is agreeable wich the contexr of fas I 5.9.(iz. )fo that though they were'im- 
pure as to legal purification, uncleane and profane as to communion with the 
worſhippers of the trne' God , God hath now made them cleane 'as to 
Church-communion, and being admitred into Brotherhood by the believing 
Jeep , by Brings ging rhem co a'belief that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 

FRIGh the communion ofthe Chuttch of England, obſerve, 
tar De are united in" che Faith” of Chrift , "6ughr to 'be "united in 
Chaorch-communion:i;e. © aſſerabler6verher fot blick Profeſfion 
of their Faith in Chriſt and* joigr ſerving of God ; ſeeking him for each orher 
and the cauſe of Chiftrrenkarging and prate his arch , and for tait- 

The ne of oi Suviotic,H3 rhe 
confeſſe! me btfore wen ; Him will Teanftſſe. "Tis true, there are other ways 
of confefſing Chrift: but the promiſes to þ mm, in the latitnde, and it is 


dangerous in any pa CT wm BhuaeD Afﬀenibling to- 
er to okfulf remeribratice of the 
Er 
and being as as'in the t 3 Vi&. to 

td ni 0 the od eo Rabgth, 


each! orhier in; our tnoft precius' faith and Chritian 
our union in the ſeryice of God, and 


&c; and nowte Anoog 
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(46) AY 
be reall ia them, more then fancy & words. ſhall ohly ſay, Firſt,humilicy and 
ſelf-diſcfjeeme is one maine piece of a Chriſtian's . Secondly Subrai: 
wands erg ea <p af 77 EW _— | ; 
, that isthe queſtion. An roof of it we appeale to ical pra- 
Bice,Srhole firſt rumes wherein chis ſci was wholly unknown. We Slime 
a warrant from Scripcure;to beare ns our in our inconformiry to this primitive 
aRice. though we might more reaſonably, then they require of us, to ſhew | 
cripture that the of the Spirit in extraordinary gifts ceaſed wich 
the firſt age of the Church. The matcer is quite other , in man's duty, and 
God's free difpentation. Eſpecially, if we remember chat a publick profeſſion 
of our upon God, and communion in ſeeking and acknowledging 
of God, are the dictates of natural light, and indifpen(; » Thicdly, eaquiry 
may be made whether they are iacapable of gr and beyond all increale 
of grace;if not, whether the $cripture-way of cdification be not moſt imitable. 
Fourthly, ſuch glorious Saints 1a reality,might afſemble to the greater benefit 
of inferiour Chriſtians: ( and ſure no perfeion priviledges from ſerying Gad 
in building up the Church.) Fifthly, to acknowledge and Chrift before 
men, to ff him for his mercies, to glerify him in the Congregations of his 
Saints,nay to celebrate the memoriall of his death in the of our Lord, 
are Duties. agreeable with the moſt Saintlike eminency , while converſant in 
the World. The moſt glorious Saint or Angel , if in a body and muxe with 
bumane ſociety, would, | belieye, thus be employed, and count i no diſpa* 
ragement, nou or empty ſeryice. Methinks the fouls under the Al- 
tar, and the Hallelnjabs ing from Heayento the Apocalyptical Di- 
vine, are good preſumptions thar there is ſome ſuch thing in Heayen; or that 
ſuch ſeryice is not altogether indecotouſly attributed co the higheſt aoergn- 
ence | | 


tion of God. Bur 1 wiſh there be nothing of ſelf-conceir,i 
God's wiſely-and-juſtly- fuſpended communication of himſelf , or formality 


converted to another extreme,at the bottome of this high-towring confidence, 
I defire in my ſelf ro be ſhrewdly ſuſpicious of that Heaven, which leflens my 
willingneſs to meet God and his Angels (it is as probable an expoſition of 
I (or. 11. as any ] have heard) coafſembled with beleyers upon earth. 
An heart enlarged to communien with Saints, to edification of our bret 
co 2 conſtant praiſing of God, and to an embracing of any opportunity of 
acknowledging thankfully before men. and Angels the love of God in our 
Redemption z.an heart, 1ay, thus raiſed to be Precemtor in the Quire of che 
Saints bleſſing God the Father and cur Lord Jelus; is an heayen in almoſi 
every thing bution the ſpititualnels and Immortality of the Body. 11. The 
imperſcQion of our aſſemblies -riegy, mary: primitive thrnes is to {owe 
ag argument againſt our Worſbip of God. Indeed, it is a gocd arguwentto 
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{ afſemblies, and che of the pro Acne 
s roppoecmjunfund: ae wr [fm oth he mpeg 6 wr 
an injurious-ro the manifeſtations of.God 


in many a faithful heart, who can len! and wich beare witne(sto 
the a of God in our | What wants of miraculous 


referre to the Divine Wiſdome manifeſting it ſelf ſuteably 
SITES helm ewrmh mcg lec-us blame our: 


y to ſeryice. But what conſequence 
is 1t No he rc Nhor! of the primitive ardour, and there- 
fore vt fil pagina their ſo glorious example) While we believe 


the Golpel grace worthour thanks , while we nerd his 'affiftance and prote- 
Qion, we muſt not deny God the feryice that is due unto him eyen by tight of 
Creation; but do it to our beſt ability. Expect what: glorious rtimes- you (ee 
ground for in Scripture. I ſhall not quarrel though the largeneſs of your hopes 
may exceed. any promiſel can ſee” in Divine Writ : yerr _ 
| __ itin of piety and dae- + om pgein w the hehe noon - 
which I am ſure-an judice' to the drawing n 
in the Church,then evo ram in thetemple was to bn ghofany Yor 
3+ There muſt beer oyer the Church men that may watch'to the Flock, 
- Paſtors &Teachers,men able toinfiruR,direR and order the Church of Chriſt, 
- __——_—— in their rel} te Fl mmag wm ugpietntiny., wad ongy 
the Spirit in BA times,aſmuch certainly as im ours. 
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| yet, ſee 1 Cor. 14. is Or and Epb.-4.11, 12, 13. Hathnot the Church 
need of edification now? Is conſolation onetime = 
now needlefſe?Ifche Churches planted by che A poſttes, and'in 


of the power of God had appeared fo miraculouſly ſtood in 
need of Overieers and InftruRours ; 1 eaye it to any rationall man to judge 
what is requiſite in theſe remoter ages. Weacknowledge(will our Adverſaries 
'nnlwer ) our wants. but we muſt noe be g will- rmebotes 
inventions inthe worſhip of God. We expe, ſay they, this 

A Eo ann a mee 
ror. ator Mi- 
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(4) 
3. 'The fotioa of Wilbworſhip is very probably vindicated from miſa 
prehenſion by Detour Hammond. - W.4 F; 
3+ To! proyide by Chriſtian pru dence,. ig. imitation of Apoſtolical wiſe 
dome; for bo Churches good is oy Will-worſhip. It is a firahge late for 
Chriſtians under the Goſpel, and worſe then under » Lay, if dey a org c'd 
ia ſuch atendition, as hehe t 6s jay: hey mult almoſt inevitably be guilty ci 
leRing the coounands of 'G on Omcing of of their oye head 
To ine (uoder pardon) this ſeems "3 (AE frame,as to Church affairs 
that itis delivered from that punRuuall legality of the former diſpenſation ; and 
proceeds onely according to the naturall rules of Divine Worſhip and Chilli 
an prudence. It is too, yery improbable that the Providence # God hath 
left all theſe Ages of the Church, ſince the Apoliles, without any means of a 
Goſpeh-miniltery,.. _ . 

4, Our publick Miniſtery can ſbew their warrant in the heatts of matiy of 
their hearers, from that Spitit which g gives uv atteltation to Angctuiffiazi ig- 
truders. 

5. It is my private opinion, and cherefore opoled to a ſerious confi dera- 
rin: It.may bexthe duty ofa Minifter is SLED thea what may be perform- 


ed withour miraculqus oifrs, and is indeed the dury. of eyery Chriſtian, if he 
{vichs order and deceiicy 
to d liver . "will of 
ainnefle ; 


had proportionable abilities, and As fart as may, cc 
im the Church.. Our Miniſters prerend, nor in 
God, any further :thea it is deliyered in Scripture in und 
much lefle do they bring a new Goſpel or Rites into : World 
- wary ar pie Juliet pl eg Sy iſh La) 


andthe E s of the Law, Meſerns te bp 
not ſo: the pounders of ae Me nr» dh 


Pray al Sets fo earch into che will of God reveal alceady declare, c i 
plain and prefle the Truths already enged by ie A Mes. oral 
<hqa it 1s yexy neceſſa- 
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Ale. ſaith indeed, Not mary « 
6 prot. "me pro bliadnefſe, 


ſpoke ia plain Engliſh. None eyer faid that the rang by heart a few Logi- 
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ſa. But 


25 much Scripture 
not as og, cha Lab = pride i in che Ji au Seen? Beers 19 4 andthe 
ſpixir of curbulency of our Adyerſaries.I am confident pa Ga qnpeany 
any honeſt intereſt of Truth or true Chriſtian piery, Ifthey mean ig Fe blg - 
dome of God any thing beſide what S, Paw means,or.then that right bars 
peace and joy in the Holy Gholt,which be ſpeaks of BATES explaia 
themlelycszit may. bejr is a commendation to, Learning, that it proyes: an ene> 
my to ſore aneatlicall whimzy or baſe defi 
( onclufron IL1. Gifts of Learning are neceflary toanaccompliſh 'd diſpenſer 
of the Word of God, Our Adyerlaries make much uſe 'of the Epithers 
Secular, Humane.aad Naturall, And then how ar a.conviction is4t to 
deſcant upon God's not ſtanding in need of man's help,upon.he Kingdowe of 
God its being ſpicituall,divine agd fupernaturall?. Now.all is done : a they 
might confirm the antiquity of their Monkiſh fpirit out of Eraſmm his An- 
tibarbarus, But are nota good yoice and hs, $ naturall ? God ſands 
not if need of Minilters gr thei :Learaing, etin $2 priori 
both,and may requizoitin, ipeafation Rs ch. Learning 
1 feich'd from, on Hein may $40 of us ; F890 
Chi nt, 7 Yor work of the- Goſpell. - Is ang Learning 
taught /in-the Uaiverlidies ? Doth not the ſearch into Divine (7 ores take- 


up a rt of Univerfity-Rudies ?, To mare Glearly to this main af 
frown -nry all cake notice of theſe Koh: 


was 3 + 4); 
I. Smanering in Learning. is ulelefle and for nothing bur 
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uſcfiullin cuttings. i concnry char | 
unſharpened Cates Bee Mes ia ell renee ua op ry wm + 
nedfi,. I may be, to your oWu apprehgulions, and men as inks oy b 


(50) 
cerh as your ſelyes. But let me anſwer in this homely but pac fimilirude? 
1. Meat may be gnawn or PEER NN IREWS Yay carving 
to others. And I cannor. ſee but it is iftian wiſedome to avoid juſt oc- 
cafion ofcontempr to the preaching of che Gol 
| 2, Iriscafic to give out what another hat carved to our hand: Sermon 
notes and printed Sermons may carry a man yery farre. And Lhaye beencre- 
dibly informed, that printed Sermons got i P-aavo! ſerved a great while an Iriſh 
| Apoile for an 'appearance of work, ne the ſudden of 
the Spicir. Bur, Sirs, your Authours were rs. Now | ſhould be yery 
loath to have him for my guidechat wholly uſeth another man's eyes, & takes 
up all upon truſt. Methinks a double danger of fallibility is too much. The 
firſt had his miſtakes, and it is probable this ſecond will rewuca them wich ſome 
addition of his own, miſtaking him that miſtook. -I like a direRer that is 
ableto judge ſomething of himel, 
3. Many meats need not a knife. Yet there are ſome Truths of very \ Conki- 
derable import, that carry difficulcy, and if explained amiſſe, may 'beaf dan» 
gerous confequence to 4 godly life. 


IT. Naturall parts, ule and pratiſ in many men make a great ſuppl 
for the want of x rid: res; and nneronden an induſtrious incapacity or $7.2 


exerciſed ſudiouſnefle. And this is in nie we. reg what ſome men call the 


extraordinary afliftance of the $piric in pra the 

Laity are men of quick and ___ purer ag/afevs wits, ready noguor A Igenr 4. 

and clear yolubility of xprefling dnircrgddenss eſpecially 

ſome having been coaſtant hearers of the rang oo and by much exerciſe in 
matters 0 


preaching, . praying and diſcourfing of , haye accuftomed 
themſelves to numblenefſe of head od tongue. Now hele poſſibly EX= 
cell many a dull Plodder (whom neceſlity, uaficnefle tor any thing elſe, or his 
parents fond aad ignorant admiration have quite againftNacure'siacention,cat 
upon the 'Univeriny ) or ſome few who have injured their nacurall abilicies 
by intangling chemfelyes altogether ia iarricacies; preſently, for- 
ſooth, Deus + macbina, 2 Miracle, and "the Spire is come upon them from 
aboye. Bur * 

1. Take them our oftheir road;frem ſome general DoRtrines of Chriſtanicy, 
to a particular explication of Chriftian Traths and Duties. 

2, What would haye proyed if learned education had ſeconded na- 
ture, .or been laid as the foundation of theirexerciſe? Iris picty chey ſupplied 
nor the places of ſome others in the Univerfities. | 

3. Ic Coalle uity and juſtice to ſer chem in compariſon with men of like 

parts and equa all rage ud hes ales judge who hath the adyantage. 


Fs What kes are they guilty of often io interprecation of Scri- 
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pole without Aholrab '31nſpiration, We'find the gre toprts 
ned men, pdy ll lneny in cmers fo din an = 
chemſelyes a pions in matters Likoure and nereourke, 
Natal : oftheall overning '$pirir, ard the ability equi. 
cd by exerciſe icheblk p of God: al this is nothing of the g | 
Spiritin;an Apoſtolical ſenſe. þ 
111. Experience and ſenſe of the wa yes of God, or trne reall inward grace, 
is 2 great adyantageto a Miniſter of the Goſpel : butnot a neceflacy o_ 
able requiſite, \not alone a {ufficient qualification. | Indeed 
life, heat and-affeRtionate power to the delivery of the W or Riche 
coldnets and deadneſs of an unſonQifiedPreacher is ofc-times diſcernable only 
to himſelt. Upon equality of all other conditions an experienc'd Chriſtian is 
able with more vigour todeclare the Truths of Chriſt, © So he may under- | 
ard the Preacher more ſenſibly then he underſtands himſelf, A relax man 
20d a fammerer may underſtand mine exaQt and true relation berter then 
my lelf, becauſe concernetl/in the aRion , and preſent to that which I'deliver 
upon diligenc enquiry and informatish received from others, Beſides the ful- 
neſs of Senſe oft-times confounds the Underſtanding and Elocution : fich one 
may feel fo as to c expreſſion to a loſſerand then th gh1a dan ex- 
rae Fm aftection in the man', I may beto ſeek for 2 trueexplanation of 
one that can Tight well; think;is not fic to write or TaQicks 
orthe Hiſtory © of « Warte:both which haye been well done by ren who never 
en in-2nymilicary fetvice.''' Aman may; feet abundance of paine , and 
yeran Anatamiſt may be able more diftinRlly and rationally ro mine under- 
feadingasexplaine ric part isaffe&ed,and how. But, you'l fay, affeQion 
is more popular and likely to breed affeRion, Yer , there are fore whole 
pms be conyinced,and that may defirea rationall explication. 
clearack of knowledgeis a yery good foundation for the permanency 
of affeQtion. - To cleate this jon yet more, I obſerve 

| 1. Thatthe Apoliles rules require onſcandalouſneſs of life in a Miniſter. / 
2. That Chriſt's ſending out of Judas is ſufficient ground for to 
and receiving into the Miniſtery men of abilities, whom we haye no 
ption of in regard 6f reall grace. See Afar, 7.22. t' Cor. t3.3, The 
Scribes and ariſes excing of rethare tobe heat: and $6. Pal jopexin 
the Goſpel's being preach'd, though out of a primciple of Contention, which 
ofa orthe Preacher. Grace is for the uſe Fre 
he Chuck The conubon of the Spirit as working 
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$—_— at a © and a Chr. ſian arediſtin& notions, though 


the ungracious Preacher doth not. ſo. much as: think of a bleſſing 1upoh his 
Kane! 4 Church and a coaſciencious hearex may believingly As ry 
and edification from God io and by his Miniſtery, whom, God may G@nRify 
as tothe Church and its benefit, gin hs prayecs reſpec he negle& him. 
So. (17. of old rag chai a Wmges Sf, ſuppoſes 
that he that preacnes.to others may himſelf proyea calt-away.  - 17 

Ws | batall chings delivered in the Goſpel, and neceſſa Fro be explai 
are not experienceable, 'Withall, conſequent experience of joy or dutifull af- 
feRion is not ſufficient ground of Truth. Iris no umprobable {uppoſition that 


rworeally.go ty mag oor rejoyce in the Lord: the.one for-the uniyerial 
extenſyencis of. his Goodneſs; and'the other for the ſpeciall 2 HSE, 571 
of. his Loye. Yet whether's experience ſhall warranc the truth to be on his 

4. Experience being private and particular (of particular cale; conſtitution 
- and arbitrary aQtings of the Spirit of Wiledome) is not to be extended to 
general rule, withouc ground in Scripture or the nature of the thing. Elfe the - 
new-experienc'd-Diyinity argued copſequently agaialt the i of Ordi- 
nances and cate rats rag I Ro icons from ſome mens own. 
experience of -their ily 1n duty, and theit receiving no good by them: 
i k their defaulr 2nd Gad's juftce ts | hn 

5.Shall I adde, That Duties are to be deliyered aboye the ſhortneſs of our 
own atrainments? Duries as delivered in Scripture, and therefore as they 
ateto be » exceed our experience, Buc, ſome, will ſay., we haye ſome: 


degree of experience, and from.chat colle& what. is yer. above us. I anſwer, 
So one as yetunexperienc'd Lays in part: ſome kind of knowledge being 
preſuppoled to experience. ſecondly, a notional knowledge is Eien 
to a yerball declaration: and may in many things be clearer and fafer, while 
it follow's Scripture-reyelatien, other mens manifold experience , though not 
Its, OWN. 

. IV.Gifts and endowments are principally requiſite roa Go as 
ſuch. For the nature of a Miniſter is office & employment;and whatenables co 
be a Chriſtian, enables nor to the funRion, of a Miniſter, 1 Cor. 12. peruſe 
the whole chapter. To deare up this, conſider 

1+ Thegitis of the Spiric in the Apoſtles times 


ad ; way of 
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— abilities infuſed into them from Heaven... So 


' (94) 
3», Acquired gifts are mady of them for ſubſtafice the ſame with thoſe 
then -coaferr'd. by the Spirit, * The- revelation of the matrer by ther then 
publiſh'd, we have in our ſacred Records; and 'twere: as rationall fortheſe 
men to bidus expe the Golpel truth too ian extraordinary way of diſco- 
very. What we read is what the Apoſtles preach'd, and our Miniſters ( as 
the then-Teachers) preach according to the ſound or ſaying forme 'of words 
delivercd to them by the Apoſiles, now in writing;, as thenalſo by word of 
mouth. The other enablements given to them! as preachers and publiſhers of 
this doQrine for enabling thety- in their duty, / were but-(the | raihag and dire- 
Cting their naturall faculties in ofder to clearing up the truth to chemſelyes 
and others. And this is the dehigne and effeRtof a great part of Leaming. 
a if __ parts be _— pore *-y nome wg oy 0 
ſtand chat Logick, Met an 074cR_are but rectifiers and-per- 
fecters, of oy —_—_— and thea\ tell us, why-che; cf ngraitd 
reQifying of natural parts is uſcleſsand unnecefiary, 1am bolt. ro: repeate, 
chat the maintainers of this diſpute againft Learnig, underſtand not what 
it is, but judge by their own undigeſted notions & rude ſhadows of Leaming. 
4. Acquired gifts. arethe gifts of che Spiric , thoughnot from its mira- 
culous operation, Studiouſnels and a bleſſing uponit -are-thegifts of Doyinc 
Providence. in the World and. eſpecially in-che Church.-- Sure the diyerſc 
way of conveyance, and the. difference hueqyienecutintndieapary 
not the nature of the things. What was created by God, produced {till after 
its kind, though here was generation inſtead of creation. | It is: ſtrange the 
gracious gifts of God ſhould looſe their eſteeme, becauſe they are not beltow- 

edin a way of miracle. ro 43037 tel boo wrt tilughth 
5- Miraculous gifts were, given upon account of. the Apoſtles exigency. 
Ir pleaſed God in his wildome co make ſe of the fimplicity and unleartedaets 
of the Apoliles.: and that to” magnify his great | powerzinthole miraculous 
| choſe David from a Shep* 
heard to be Kivg, and” furniſh'd bim with -Kingly-abilities, Yer is this -wat=- 
rant to chuſe Goyernours. of the meancli: gondition' ind knowledge, becauſe 
Gad is ableto give them the ſpirit of: Wiſdome and Ge :2-That 
miraculous gifts are cealed,for ought I can heare, id:yer" af 
us that are Chriſtians , two reaſons. may be given,” Fi 
The. Faith of the Goſpel is become a-prefuppoſition to: 


olpel 1Þpc 
bang infiruRed in it from theix youth» and the-primitive 


| Providence of God,and'thenLknow-no-groundh 
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deli vantage: kn i, _—_— 
- pag , explain and confirm the truch 
| of Chriſtian Religion RR Fe to ſeach intotheerugand ras, 
U writings, to dilcern.the excellency. ,.conlonancy- add tryc auchen 
cTnoſe of Fein to ry ws and draza: online the 

he Hea x of enero, to a 


revelation. ls, e-wors 10 ue mant 
fedtiveneſſe, to.rake notice of God in the I 


fram impoſtuces, ke none! Go Cri: nd hum bo 
fre the everall. breakings forth of 1i and. oyercaltings of. darkacdlt; in 
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with Chriftiansin all Ages and make uſe of their experjeaces rd domme, . 
to know God, our ſelyes, and n ae og l 
nn oben j ap love of 
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; Fa 2. The diverſity of Opinions and Errours, | 
| CE ,when the au- 


oY RG be ome ſuch ſpi its 
mn | og 
N, Bucnce of Yamh,which-b very 
6 ws ho Te judge RA ad podiee,. 
- reftifie as much x t 
that there isno of men this day in Sag CR ent 
nent ere ie Jaw 20A , thenare in our 
| . Nor are the enormitics ſo many or unſappre'dy dupline, as- 
diſcontent and malice would bear che Worldin belief. 
To the Secoad, Ne gar to hear ſuch an » You Scholars cannot 


what need Univerſities ? tis a ftrange acculation,that 
” Weeuleſlome bu aker na, ad ere iris 
Ns 0 Eee is an argumenc that we ſer our 
fs 9 fc the ah, aan cb l doubr,s wack 
can tell certainly, may be w—_ Eebhich is all, 1 doubt, a 
unity of opi willamount to, page (un univerſall in 
of ſpirit: Razher the ingenuity of an indifferent and free NS ew 
Truth, is. true Noblenefſe, I am ſure it is the likelieft Ts wh Moe Truth, 

to haye contrary. opinions debated here , where there are men able ro ſee 
bow re each age wich oder a much. they differ, and to examine 
,each other's grounds ; ving civiliz'd their ſpirits to calme and 
"moderated and inye-- 


ger ng 
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becauſe we are —— 


_ ts Minty and Scholars. "We an 
et next 1) hs Prone of BEe 
of our proteRion, we dare commit our ſelyes — to yen 

four wi ext wonhy Goretions : appealing in the mean time, for the 
 uſcſulneſſe of our Univerſities inthe preſet conftrunongo all whom Avarice, - 


Envy, or Fanatick Frenzy have not EA Min blind 
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